
 

“Casey” 

Aka Dan (Rube) Adams 

Played in a handful of games in June 1913 

 

 

 

First game on June 12, 1913  Last game in Covington on June 19, 1913  

 

St. Louis Times June 13, 1913 

 

 
 



 

 
McGuire is identified pitching for Chicago on 

July 6, the same day the article noting Adams 

signed with Chicago was published. Could 

Adams have pitched this game? 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Dan “Rube” Adams played in the Trolley League in 1911, as well as Hannibal and Muscatine. 

Also played in the St. Louis soccer league in 1910-1911 and 1911-1912. 



  

 
 

May 15, 1913, pitched for Cedar Rapids against Ottumwa. Known as “The Wild Man of Borneo” 

Released by Cedar Rapids on June 5, 1913. 
 

 

Released by Cedar Rapids on June 9, 1912… just in time for a June 12 appearance in St. Louis 

 

Signed by Ottumwa in July 

 

 

 



 

 
 

 

  
adams-001rub  

This Adams pitched for Durant on June 10, and again on July 16. Unknown in between. Sold 

to Denison on July 28, 1913. 

With Denison again in 1914. 
 

 



Rube Adams (red-haired) pitched for Durant in 1912, was sold to Topeka, couldn’t make the 

team, and returned to Durant. 
 

  



 

Paul Casey pitcher for CBC in 1913  

 

 

 

Paul Casey to graduate on June 20, 1913 

 

 

  



 

Elmer Casey tried out with the Browns in spring 1913  

 

 
 

 

 

 

Elmer Casey in a car accident early Friday AM 

June 20, 1913 

 



 
Larry Casey; Tobin also with same club 

 

 
 



 
 

 
 

 

Nov 1891 

 



 
 

 

Pitcher “Casey” appeared in three games in June of 1913. In the writeup for his first game (in the 

June 13, 1913 paper), the St. Louis Globe Democrat stated “Casey, formerly the star hurler of the 

Christian Brothers College team, was given his trial by [manager] O’Connor”. Casey pitched twice 

more for the Terriers, with his final appearance being on June 19 in Covington, when the Globe 

Democrat referred to him as “Rube” Casey. 

 

It so happens that  just a few days before the June 12 game, Paul Casey pitched the final game of 

the season for CBC against the team from Concordia Seminary. But according to the St. Louis 

papers, Paul Casey was graduating on June 20, so if he was pitching in Covington on June 19, 

either he missed his graduation, or he took an overnight train back home. Paul moved back to 

Potosi, lived a long life, and died in the 1960s. There was no mention at any point in the papers of 

his playing professional baseball. 

 

Then there was Elmer Casey, who received a tryout with the Browns in the spring of 1913, but was 

cut fairly quickly. He later signed with Peoria for the 1913 season to play first base, but maybe he 

pitched as well? And further, on June 20, 1913, he told the St. Louis papers that he was a Federal 

League ballplayer. Sounds promising, except he told the papers that in connection with his 

involvement in a car accident in St. Louis early on the morning of June 20. I’m not sure he could get 



back to St. Louis from Covington that quickly. I can more imagine him trying to use the name as a 

way to het out of trouble for the car accident. He was a ball player named Casey, after all. 

 

Finally, there was Larry Casey, a Trolley League pitcher in St. Louis in 1910 and 1911 whom the St. 

Louis Star and Times called “Worthy of Big League Trial” in a large headline on May 31, 1912. 

“Lawrence James Casey, whom ‘flamboyant’ does not begin to describe…” They used that term, 

flamboyant, repeatedly in the article. Larry was 24 years old, and the brother of Pat Casey (whom I 

believe does have a page on Baseball-Reference). He had been pitching in the minors in Oklahoma 

when he came back to town. 

 

Then I found the last piece of the puzzle. On July 13, the St. Louis Star and Times noted that “Rube 

Adams, who pitched under the name Casey for the Terriers up to two weeks ago, expects to sign a 

Chicago contract today.” So it seems that “Casey” wasn’t “Casey” at all, and it is pure coincidence 

(mostly) that I found three possible Caseys. 

 

“Rube Adams” turns out to be (I think) Dan Adams (adamsda01), who pitched for the Kansas City 

Federal League club in 1914 and 1915. Rube Adams was a 6’ 1” pitcher in the St. Louis Trolley  

League in 1911 with none other than Larry Casey as a teammate (St. Louis Post-Dispatch, March 

16, 1911). He reportedly was 19-8 the season before with a club from Bonne Terre, MO. Shortly after 

the 1911 season started, Rube Adams then signed with the Hannibal club and manager Jake 

Beckley about a month into the season. He spent the next few years in the Central Association, 

where he was well known as “Babe” Adams, but also “the wild man of Borneo". In 1913, he was 

playing for Cedar Rapids, who released him on June 9, 1913. He resurfaced in July with Ottumwa in 

the Central Association. That gap corresponds perfectly with the period where Casey played with the 

Terriers. Ottumwa sold him to St. Joseph in early 1914, and in May of 1914 he jumped to Kansas 

City, for whom he played in the Federal League. 

 

His notice of death in October, 1964, identifies him as Daniel (Rube) Adams, even though it doesn’t 

mention his baseball career. 

 

So, while I have yet to find anything that verifies unequivocally that Daniel Adams was the 

unidentified Casey, his career fits the profile of players that manager O’Connor drew on for the club 

when they were looking for a quick hit - players from the St. Louis Trolley League who were known 

around St. Louis. At least four others - George Schaefer, Webb, Al Bishop and O’Brien - seem to 

have been taken directly from trolley league clubs, as best I can tell. Possibly O’Neill as well. 

 

I find it entertaining to dig up the lost life of a minor baseball player. Their own refreshed 15 minutes 

of fame, so to speak. Thank you for ‘listening’ to this story, and I hope you enjoyed it. 

 


