Ken Bridges pitched one game, on May 6, before being released May 8. He subsequently
pitched in Pittsburgh and Syracuse in 1913. | think he was actually Marvin Bridges

Marvin Bridges



Nashville Banner (Nashville, Tennessee) « 30 Mar 1904, Wed + Pagt

: f; | South. team

| 1t M. O. Bridges, who pitched for Colum- |
* | bla in the Tennessee-Alabama League last |
summer, is at the school, and will take his |

turn in the box. Mr. Bridges is better

the | known in college circles because of his
be- | great record in the fall on the gridiron,
de- | but his friends say that he will be better
re- ] known as a baseball pitcher when the sea-
P at  gon is over. — -
Ver | . Moon of Texas hu alrudy lu-« ome

wlea - A am - & EWNT s PEEET. PN

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) « 01 May 1913, Thu -

€ers ana rounding nis recrullts 1nuo snape. f.

“In proof of this I would state that the 1
Pittshurgh-Allegheny team had a line on pt
Bridges, a pitcher of Richmond, Va., ;,
and we received word from O'Connor |
himself to keep our hands off, that ~
Bridges was St. Louis® property. The | P!
St. Louis team has leased the St. Louis | K
University baseball grounds for the com- | St
ing season and the lease is now in pos- | P¢
session of the Federal lLeague officials in| &
Indianapolis, as are the leases for the|th
parks of all the other teams in the|P!
league. P

Saiwr - - - il

Connection betweeh Bridges of Richmond and St. Loms in 1913

The Times Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia) « 09 Mar 1913, Sun - Page 11 @ The Times Dispatch (Richmond, Virginia) - 16 Feb 1913, Sun + Page 9 E

] e AL : |1 hara 1 tricd to buy tho i
pncher.-cuule Strain, H b & to buy tho outflelder Fiex
uuo{ nrr(! Grl?lln. O.‘Bur elo“n':v){ n _I last season? I think he Is a 30d one. |

0. Brid es, Clarence 1. Jrey. Robert |q As for the pitcher, Frey, L cannot say |
Doyle.. Chambliss, Willlam Wool- | . much, only what the dope has on him|
ery, Dr. Phipps. iv |In the Record. 1 also signed up an|
.alchers—.lohn Mace, Jay Rodgers, |d |, |old head In Pitcher Bridses, who 1s a|
Charles Luskey. Berger. ' :)ll: fellow and was o fine pitcher, but, |

: 8 ¢ a very few of the professionals,

Frey and Brldges with Rlchmohd in 1913 \. [ he actually gave up baseball in 1910,
Released by Richmond on April 15, 1913 19| e sasrled bt owlngiltoteamily aies ),

ferences, forsook the diamopnd for a
business 1ife, but the old seed I8 sprout-
hling out agaln and he wants to get|
';' back {n harness, and ‘s anxlous to try|
'® lout the Virginia League. Ho welghs
e 200 and is six feet two In helght, so
|- [ he ought to bo able to show us some-
v | thing, and with our old heads, Bussey, |
s | GriMn, Straln and Burleson, we look
i- | kind of nifty on the mound. i

Les ACdae S wu wns_u.3




Press and Sun-Bulletin (Binghamton, New York) « 03 Jul 1913, Thu + Page 11 [

Syracuse Herald Newspaper Archives July 3, 1913 Page 20

""" IOt VS - o st v S ;’E.W
n

wera playicg  foolball or baskeiball! Tavian

.'uﬂ”‘ﬁ“ﬁm |

yestenday, for they boated snd threw .
League club. | ; the hall nround us If they wers jlay= (180 e
- . Syl LT NG .
. . : . Ing bath af thnse games. The tres
M.O. Bridges — Retired in 1910 and weighs Yook advunge of alb the Vosu' AN L
w heaves and wan, ¢ 10 2. (11 W Bl
. . . n Wy . Sl o
200 Ibs with Richmond spring 1913 Vridges, the 200-pound plicher  ©ho | jttisy <h, s
Julned the clud last week, got hix re- (1ieishl:, of ..
\Jease from the Plushury Federsal ﬁ"‘:}f,‘;ﬁ Abeo
Leaguo €Iud and mude hix detnt 00 'jepar, 1f, ...,
the mound He looked 7airly good, uncih € .ov.
much betier than several siah men og: JAEes. oo
the siaff and descrves wirother oppos- KIECTLIRET ey
tunlty ro shaw his warés berora Sudg-:  ‘Totals ...
ment should be puassed on his abibity. [Uthea ...
He showed that b was hol ner\'aun.s-“:’c““ Fre
and did not iake a bslloon nscemtuu,n;,’f"'f;,“&:{:,
5n a ninch. and Siote Yesterday's game . Jinmas run, 1t
was the first thar he has beern In ln‘l!m!ﬁ?‘ luues.bl
. p %53, Pstrick out. Ly
;::\ days fr may be said he pitched ni’ﬂ"?l Buse bft
alr pame. ; Tiridges 2: 3eft
__Ed Relchle. the former Ui had &.%: fisst basge an
Syracuse Herald Newspaper Archives July 6, 1913 Page 44 | Syracuss Hefald Newspaper Archives July 6. 1913 Pago 44 -
4 AT e e wvuuie sicar sumwREU WAL i
Lraos scoring the third
;"22! Ben Brdgos, the cx::f' picher Te- Teal, BICRBE[D, BtldgCS and KChOC
-d‘a\ ;tiv‘l:.lz sccu:ug b.;' tgo :_;:;-s !lrvm tha A G, R
O u el t
oy [ Putsburs elub of the Federa lengue re Given Releases by Burchell
& Inlthe game for the Stars. whils tha Southa i i a2 |
®%W|erner JicLeod, waa on the firing line |
anal, foF t4e Intaders Bolh were yanked
thisl(rom the frav in the sixth Inoing. Teal
will |[relleving Fridges and Galser suoceeding
will| the Southern pitcher At the tUme the -
uita|pjichers were derricksd the mcore waa
O0lelad nb ehone cesse amil em v —on s o _
The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky) « 14 Jul 1913, Mon - Page 6 EP The Commercial Appeal (Memphis, Tennessee) - 08 Oct 1913, Wed + Page 12 (i ]

';eﬂ homer. Cornwell was_wild and was ac- H'el‘
xT: corded amateurish support. Umplre| Wh
Bridges umpired the. game, succeeding| 2
Leads. who resigned Saturday. Bridges I—l:v'
was secured from the Syracuse, N. Y., |3far
up| ieam, where he has been pitchinz. His|Sac

son, | \rm went bid and he declded to handle —R

BASEBALL DECISIONS,

*AUBURN, N. Y., Oct. 7.—Decisions were
handed down today by the Natjonal Doard
of Arbitration of the National Association
of Professional Baseball Leagues. Sroong
the claims allowed were Harry Glenn
against Nashville, and George Weeder

dng -at ne score: 'TO , against Norfolk.

ee's t!]e_iit_iﬁ__a_ﬂ__?j’ﬁ__;_. 'e———~— 6; t { f\a'mong the claims disallowed were W.
In| “Owens. ab.h.po.a.l Hop. ab.h.po.a. | B. Caldwell against Maysville, Ky.;: R. L.
4| Robidon ss..3 0 3 4{Plummer If Jo Stevenson against New Orleans; J. H.

aig| Linz 1o ...2 011 1} and ss ...4 1 1 1}stor Reynolds against Beaumont; Ward Cletn-

""‘h" Budke 35 (--f}. g } (l)f)mli‘ﬂ 2 i---i i ; 3 lW}? ens against Jackslnri.TMus.; M. O. Pridges

thel \Wepder rf..2 Dayton rf ..5 othi nst Clarksville, Tenn.

ath.| puzger ¢f ..4 2 0 0.Hughes ib ..4 1 8 3| bas 8"“

t a'Quirey 20 ..3 1 3 2|Vogt cf .....2 0 1 0 pur

gles Harrison ¢..3 1 6 OjLong if and . clut

There’s the connection from St Louis to Pittsburgh
The St. Louis Star and Times (St. Louis, Missouri) « 11 Jun 1913, Wed

mrg Stogles Tuesday.
Nothing But a Smile.

Pitcher Bridges, a Terrier castoff,; |
bad nothing but a pleasant smile when | -
the gameo started and before it was!
over the big wrinkle resembied the
facin]l expression of *the famed Jhm|We
Dumpa. of

L~ P

- , RN - Whnsas TR vismsn Vel ciae o

est




St. Louis Post-Dispatch (St. Louis, Missouri) « 11 Jun 1913, Wed -

—'n —— e — L2
Fate was unkind to Pitcher Brldzu! ¥
, 7] of the Pilttsburg Filipinos, in the game |Pre

with the St. Louls Federals Tuesday. |S&l
of | Probably no pitcher received a worse f::

om | drubbing, and while he was being bea* |pee
en.l‘l—&.auh‘ummcwuun‘mmhof‘

ny| telling of the death of his father tn ';"'
m. | Collins, N. Y. vea
:: The game had just started when the g
o message arrived at the park. It was |feel
decided best to withhold the news un-| g

til after the game, and for that rea- |pre
son even Manager Phillipe of the Flli- |oth
pinos was not advised of Bridges' mis- |put
fortune. After the contest, Bridges was |gupn
told of his father's death and preparal |1eas
to depart for his home. por
O'Compor Released Bridges. toss
Bridges 1s a former St. Louis Fed twirler, L
having been signed by “‘Deacon’™ Phillipe tha!
after Jack O'Connor handed to him his un-
conditional release. BSixteen hits, Including ball
three doubles and seven triples were made |the
off him. The Feds collected their runs in |Cav
pevies of four, six, one and six. —

Father died June 1913
Father of Marvin Bridges was Rev. Wiley A Bridges. | haven’t found info on when Rev. Bridges

died.




Marvin O Bridges Marvin 0. Bridges

BIRTH 1Apr 1878 ]
DEATH 13 Jan 1962 (aged 83) :-,. Rl ' T
BURIAL Arlington National Cemetery :1' I es omorrow
Arlington, Arlington County, Virginia, USA )
G AL 8| Marvin Orester PBridges, 83,
Ol SERER LY n,|Miami, retired real estate man
'S,

and native Tennessean, died here
- yesterday in Veterans. Hospital
% after a long illness,

5| Services will be at 10:30 am.
I-|tomorrow at Pettus-Owen Wood
g- Funeral Home, 4506 Charlotte
i</ Ave, The Rev. Harlon Watson
%lwill officiate. Burial will be in
M| Arlington National Cemetery, Arl-
ington, Va.

Bridges, a native of Bedford
County, had been in the real
estate business in Florida, Cali-
fornia, Washington, and New
York before his retirement about
four years ago.

He had lived in Miami since
his retirement and had been
vigiting in Nashville since Novem-|
ber, He was hospitalized after
suffering a heart attack four days
ago.

He was a son of the ‘Rev Wiley
A. and Sara Reagor Bridges.

He plaved professional baseball
for Buffalo, N.Y., and later coached
| [football at the University of
Florida. He also coached and
taught at Mooney School in Mur-
frepsboro. Both his parents also
were teachers.

His first wife, Mrs. Lulu Shaef-
fer Bridges, died Dec. 7, 1957. In
November, 1960, he married Mrs.
Sadie Ott of Washington, D.C.,
.Iwho survives.
| He was & veteran of the Spanish-
.|American War. He attended Cum-
./berland University, Lebanon, Tenn.
Besides his widow, he is survived
1 by a daughter, Mrs. Ester Monroe,
JLos Angeles; a sister, Mrs. Jennie
| McClanahan, Jackson, Tenn.; a
{|brother, Milton L. Bridges, Fay-
etteville, Tenn.; two grandchildren
and two great-grandchildren.

MEMORIAL ID 49129488 - View Source
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Name
Sex
Age

Event Date

Event Place

Event Place (Original)

Birth Year (Estimated)

Birthplace

Marital Status

Occupation

Race

Relationship to Head of Household
Father's Birthplace

Mother's Birthplace

Event Type

Household Identifier

William A. Bridges
Male

34

1880

District 11, Grainger, Tennessee,
United States

District 11, ED 11, Bedford, TN,
United States

1846

Tennessee, United States
Married

Minister

White

Self

Tennessee, United States
Tennessee, United States
Census

13135569

As best | can tell from the box scores, Bridges played for the Federals on Opening Day (May 6),
along with a pitcher named Frey. Bridges was released a few days later (May 8), while Frey left town
that day on the first road trip of the season. He appears in the box score for the game of May 10 in
Covington, and then he was cut on May 12.

Searches for Ken Bridges in newspapers.com turn up a blurb in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on May
1, 1913 indicating that St. Louis beat Pittsburgh to “Bridges, a pitcher of Richmond, VA”. Going back
a month or so from then, one finds M. O. Bridges and Clarence H. Frey (frey—001geo) on a roster
for Richmond; both were released by Richmond on April 15, 1913. This is the element that ties
Clarence Frey to St. Louis. Frey came from Glen Rock, PA, and was also known as Jack Frey
(frey—001jac) (The York (PA) Daily, March 16, 1914). I've found out a lot about Frey, but | haven’t
been able to conclusively put him on the St. Louis club, another than through the connection to
Bridges. (A third player, Buck Hooker, was also recruited by St. Louis manager Jack O’Connor from
Virginia at the start of the season and released with Bridges.)

As for Bridges, Baseball-Reference has Ken Bridges playing for Pittsburgh in the Federal League
after St. Louis. | found that connection in the St. Louis papers. Bridges played for Pittsburgh through
mid-June, when he was released and signed by Syracuse. The Syracuse papers refer to him as
“Ben Bridges” (Syracuse Herald, July 3, 1913). He was released after about a week, at which point
the Syracuse paper reported he returned to his home in Buffalo. However, Bridges umpired games
for the Kitty League the rest of the season, and the Louisville Courier-Journal is explicit that he came
from Syracuse (July 14, 1913). And at the end of the season, the National Board of Arbitration
disallowed a claim by M.O. Bridges against Clarksville, a team which had issues with Bridges'
umpiring during the season, so | can only assume that M.O. Bridges was the umpire and the pitcher
with Syracuse, Pittsburgh and St. Louis, despite the name “Ben” reported by the Syracuse paper.

Baseball-Reference describes M.O. Bridges as Marvin Bridges as 6’ 2, 225 Ibs. The Richmond
paper describes him as 6’ 2”7, 200 Ibs. (Haven't got this reference, so need to double check that.)
The Syracuse paper describes Ben Bridges as a 200 Ib pitcher. Marvin Bridges was born in Bedford,
TN, attended Cumberland University (where he was a known athlete), and played for teams in
Tennessee and the Southern Association, so he was known in Tennesse well before he umpired in
the Kitty League.



