
 
Ken Bridges pitched one game, on May 6, before being released May 8. He subsequently 
pitched in Pittsburgh and Syracuse in 1913. I think he was actually Marvin Bridges 
 

 
Marvin Bridges 
 



 
 

 
Connection between Bridges of Richmond and St. Louis in 1913 
 

 
Frey and Bridges with Richmond in 1913 
Released by Richmond on April 15, 1913 

 



 
M.O. Bridges – Retired in 1910 and weighs 
200 lbs with Richmond spring 1913 
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
There’s the connection from St Louis to Pittsburgh 

 
 
 



 
Father died June 1913 
Father of Marvin Bridges was Rev. Wiley A Bridges. I haven’t found info on when Rev. Bridges 
died.  
 



 

 
 

 



 
 
As best I can tell from the box scores, Bridges played for the Federals on Opening Day (May 6), 
along with a pitcher named Frey. Bridges was released a few days later (May 8), while Frey left town 
that day on the first road trip of the season. He appears in the box score for the game of May 10 in 
Covington, and then he was cut on May 12. 
 
Searches for Ken Bridges in newspapers.com turn up a blurb in the Pittsburgh Post-Gazette on May 
1, 1913 indicating that St. Louis beat Pittsburgh to “Bridges, a pitcher of Richmond, VA”. Going back 
a month or so from then, one finds M. O. Bridges and Clarence H. Frey (frey—001geo) on a roster 
for Richmond; both were released by Richmond on April 15, 1913. This is the element that ties 
Clarence Frey to St. Louis. Frey came from Glen Rock, PA, and was also known as Jack Frey 
(frey—001jac) (The York (PA) Daily, March 16, 1914). I’ve found out a lot about Frey, but I haven’t 
been able to conclusively put him on the St. Louis club, another than through the connection to 
Bridges. (A third player, Buck Hooker, was also recruited by St. Louis manager Jack O’Connor from 
Virginia at the start of the season and released with Bridges.) 
 
As for Bridges, Baseball-Reference has Ken Bridges playing for Pittsburgh in the Federal League 
after St. Louis. I found that connection in the St. Louis papers. Bridges played for Pittsburgh through 
mid-June, when he was released and signed by Syracuse. The Syracuse papers refer to him as 
“Ben Bridges” (Syracuse Herald, July 3, 1913). He was released after about a week, at which point 
the Syracuse paper reported he returned to his home in Buffalo. However, Bridges umpired games 
for the Kitty League the rest of the season, and the Louisville Courier-Journal is explicit that he came 
from Syracuse (July 14, 1913). And at the end of the season, the National Board of Arbitration 
disallowed a claim by M.O. Bridges against Clarksville, a team which had issues with Bridges' 
umpiring during the season, so I can only assume that M.O. Bridges was the umpire and the pitcher 
with Syracuse, Pittsburgh and St. Louis, despite the name “Ben” reported by the Syracuse paper. 
 
Baseball-Reference describes M.O. Bridges as Marvin Bridges as 6’ 2”, 225 lbs. The Richmond 
paper describes him as 6’ 2”, 200 lbs. (Haven’t got this reference, so need to double check that.) 
The Syracuse paper describes Ben Bridges as a 200 lb pitcher. Marvin Bridges was born in Bedford, 
TN, attended Cumberland University (where he was a known athlete), and played for teams in 
Tennessee and the Southern Association, so he was known in Tennesse well before he umpired in 
the Kitty League. 

 


