Jack Mertens
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“ ton Oysters.

“King Jack” appears to have at!
.jq last struck a winning combination, |
. for with the release of Hohnhorst, !
It gcotty Kemplin has been switched to |
‘;";the fnitial sack and “Birdlegs” Col-
s, |lins. a recent find who formerly
"Vplayed professional ball under the
°':i' 'name of Mertens, has replaced Scot- |
"d 1ty in the center pasture.

Since the new lineup went into ef- |1

Jack Collins is really Jack Mertens

Jack Mertens

Bats: Unknown + Throws: Unknown

Born: July 20, 1882 in St. Louis, MO

Died: February 3, 1946 (Aged 63-198d) in St. Louis, MO
Buried: Calvary Cemetery, St. Louis, MO

Full Name: John Henry Mertens

View Player Info from the B-R Bullpen

| The St. Louis Star and Times (St. Louis, Missour) + 07 Jun 1913, Sat * Page6 [ |

.’ Henning's did not allow a hit for six 4
®!innings and the outlook was rather !
!dismal for O'Connor’s Pets until Char- | #
2 ley Stis opened the seventh with a !
®!double to center, then Jack Collins | "
A onme to bat and for the fourth time !
© within a week the ex-Trolley Leaguer |
I=/put a game on ice with a bingle to!
F. center that counted Stis with the only ¥
- and winning run of the game. 3
ni The firet hit af the same wae madalll

The St. Louis Star and Times (St. Louis, Missouri) + 12 Jun 1913, Thu + Page 13 | { |

'has the best pinch hitter, !
St The pinch hitter is none other than !
Id jack Collins, whose real name is.
m “Spetrem,” turned around for the !

P=  purpose of fooling a leving father.
{Oallins? Oucaé Dacand i

Herald and Review (Decatur, lllinois) - 05 Aug 1913, Tue - Page 4 [I]
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'"v for making this Yannouncement a week ago.

n

h, Bade Myers is playing first base for the

1v { St. Louis Federal league club, and Jack

s-t Mertens, under the name of Collins, has
been shifted to the outrield.

The St. Louls
N | Times says of the first game:

“Prout, Col-
p. |line and Bade Myers starred with the war

sar fclub. Mpyers, the new [first sacker, banged
.. jout a couple of counters. while Collins did
= | likewise.""

a N N S

The Daily Times (Davenport, lowa) « 09 May 1913, Fri + Page 19 [

'ﬂ:rl: Quincy Hmu:—lluun Hackett [ to h

i and | %tarted spring house cleaning last| Flar
ywiey. | Might in the Quincy ball club. Jack| g
t, but | Mertens was suspended indefinitely | that
@ pill | And fined $200 for indifferent playing | *nd
wasg | And Outfielder Henry was given his|8t h
third unc:mdlmonltr:lhuu Since the re- g:
- cent slump of the team Hackett ‘
Btﬂf boenlnmuhofthoumhul’rl“‘
hmidt | this, and after an investigation declded
tiring | t0 plaster the fine and suspension on| N'
h two | Mertens. It s charged that Jack has | fact
\crogs | been trylng to disrupt the work of the | Whit
was | €lub, in addition to his indifferent | t¥®!
fo the | Playing and that he was stalling for|" YO!

his release in order to fron
::‘:nﬂ Myers’ club, - Thir

r the —  |P™

The St. Louis Star and Times (St. Louis, Misso... « 19 Aug 1913, Tue *
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one Probably be the choice of Blonde Eill
hey  ©O'Connor announced the release of
the Outfielder Collins d Third Base-
ight man Bill Prout after Monday's game.
do, Collins was a heavy hitter, but
hil- rather slow and when Kahl made
good around the keystone sack in the
are Past two games, King Jack decided to
gt | place Gaston in center, where he be-
longs, "and let Collins go.

Prout was also a fair hitter, but
too old and slow to be of much use
Bat 'to the Terriers sicne the famous John
WO igcott has been signed by the Goose
And | 11411 Grandee. |

Scott was signed by O'Connor Mon- |
day, and is expected to report ati
of |Tederal Field Tuesday afternoon. :

N
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The St Louis Republic
18 Jan 1903, Sun - Page 21
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WH IS MR eSS

-

JOHN MERTENS,
Pitcher,

PATRICK O'CONNOR,
Catcher,

YOUNG BASEBALL PLAYERS OF ST. LOUIS.

RBEN WALLENKAMP,
First Buseman,

St. Louis Post-Dispatch

|

1 A
22 Feb 1903, Sun - Page 22
| considered ripe for the big leagues.
Missouri Valley

| and Three-Eye, Too.
; The Three-Eye and Missourl Valley
| lr)agues drew laigely on 8t. Louls for tal-|
lent. Monte McKFariand, who was Hulse-
{ man's side partner In the Shrevaport out- |

ald last year, has undertaken the manage- |

| ment of the Decatur club, the position lelt
vacint by the resignation of Fred Preffer,
| 0ld Chicago star,

Mot arliand is wintering in St. Louls, and
Is Mmproving the Decawur team. He has
‘| sigmred  three Christian Brothers' College

iy ers,

! )
{ th

.'x‘:.- ¥y are Fat O'Connor, a memoer
6 Lllustrious baseball family of that

ame, Ben Wellenkamp and John Mer-

tens

Lake s famous brother, Pat O'Connor is
a catclicr, and he has had the benefit of
1] J A..J\ s coachi 4 Mertens s a pitchier, and

| Wellenkamp & first baseman

The Daily Times
10 Jun 1903, Wed - Page 8

Decatur Review: The
down the teams to twelve men will
mean some changes on the Commo-
dores. John Mertens has been loaned
to Cairo with the understanding that
he can be recalled at any time, Pat
O'Connor may also be loaned as he is
not needed now. It has been about
decided to let a couple of men now
on the pitehing staff go without re-
serve and if this is done Charley Mc-
Gill will be sent for,

rule to cut

|
|




The Daily Review
15 Jun 1903, Mon - Page 3
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A ' MERTENS LOST.
. John Mertens pitched for Cairo  agalnst

) A4

and lost, The score was b to &,
hit for eleven safe ones,

Mertens was

N

Hopkinsville in the XK. 1. 1. league Saturday

e e

Belleville Daily Advocate
31 Jul 1903, Fri - Page 4

Capt. “Billy” Elwert has signed
“Jack™ "Mertens of the Decatur
team to cover first base. Mertens
will make his first appearance here
next Sunday in the game between

the B’z and the Kerns.
e &

St. Louis Globe-Democrat
03 Aug 1903, Mon - Page 11

the East St. Louis leaguers. The mayor
i will present the pennant to the winhers
(1and make a speech in honor of the achleve- |

"Inor for the East St

o !

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
04 Oct 1903, Sun - Page 16

MAYOR PRESENTS THE PENNANT

Alton Blues, Champions of the Trol-
ley League, Will Celebrate
With a Game Today.

The Alton Blues will celebrate the win- |’

ning of the Trolley League champlonship
at the Alton baseball park with a fla
ralsing and a game this afterncon «wit

PR S

iiment of the team

leiticld and Stanton will work for ""‘t
| Alton team, and Mertens and Jack O'Con- |
Louis team. {

1903 — Decatur, Cairo (Kitty League), Belleville (Trolley League)

Exhibition game with Jack O’Conner
Pitched to Jack’s brother Pat at Decatur




St. Louis Globe-Democrat St. Louis Post-Dispatch
18 Jun 1905, Sun - Page 59 02 Jul 1905, Sun - Page 6

Decatur Anchored. Pitcher Mertens has returned from

The Decatur team is plaving fast bad! Dubugue. lo., where he pitched for the
but can pot gef_dway from the seventn lecal club.

osition. The team is sull handicayped

v the absence of Swacina, the centar
fielder, who {s yet in the nospital. Shea.
a young St. Louis catcher. has been taken
on as utility backstop, ami is being used
in ceater. Mamager MacFarland is well
satisfied with the ¢uality of tull that s
team ig putting v.p, and whil2 many games
are belng los:, ke has no criticism. lia
thinks that tirere iz ampl: time to puil
to the front, and kis team will end the
season in the first division. Pitchers
WHardy. Barry, Edwards, Stone and Sy-

fert are all-in form and showing up welil.

The new men of the Dubuque team—
Reitz, the third baseman, who succeeds’
Warren, and Koukilik and Mertens, tha
vew pitchers—are thougnt to be prizes.
The twirlers made thelr first appearance
against Bloomington this week and the
BEloomers could do nothing with them. -,
Mertens is from St Louis and Koukillk
from the Northern league:. The team has
mado a spurt since the new men were ge-
cured, and, after a long run of defeats,
is again i victérious form.

The Sprirgfirld and Rock TIslands are:
now battling for first place, and the con-
test Is a pretiy one. Both teams are |
first-cigss condition and have been using!
practically the same players during the
[ast thiee weeks,

Brief stay in Dubuque in 1905

Belleville Daily Advocate
04 Mar 1908, Wed - Page 1

No colors given.

COLLINSVILLE, 1LL.—J. P. Sweitzer, Presidenf and Manager, Collinsville, 11,
Mertens, Fletcher, Wilson, A. Whitaker, Crawford, Long, 8. Whitaker, Cook, Jokerst, Nickols,
Colors—Gray with Red trimmings.



The Belleville News-Democrat
10 Jun 1908, Wed - Page 2

Collingville has been rather unfor-
tunate sinee joining the Trolley
League. The very day the season ojp-
¢hied Jokerst, Mertens, Whitaker and
Fleteher, four of their hest men, left
to play professional Dball, and they
found great difficulty in_ filling their
places, and consequently lost regu-
larly, Last Sunday, however, Jokerst
their pitcher, and Mertens returned
and an casy victory was the resnlt.
The other players are also expecled
back, and when the Collinsville boys
meet the Maroons next Sunday they
will be in the same form that they
were last vyear, when they won the
championship in the Ilinois Troliey

Leagne,

Herald and Review
15 Aug 1908, Sat - Page 3

Mertens Leads in Batting.

Jann Aertens, formerly a pitcher on
the Commie team, now plaving the out-
field for Quincy. is the real leader of
the Central association in batting. He
Is hitting 293 Mike Bryette is hit-
ting .282. Foxie Morrls is down the list
with an average of .226. Pete Berg
i{s hitting .269.

The Rock Island Argus
26 Aug 1908, Wed - Page 3

‘| Basemin McGuire to the St. Louis Car-
dinals, Left Fielder Dang to Lincoln,
Pitcher Keyes and Catcher Walsh to
‘I Des Moines, and Outfielder Mertens to

Quincy has sold ive players—Third |

-|Omaha, :

The Edwardsville Intelligencer
27 Aug 1908, Thu - Page 1

41ivinus nere,

Jack Mertens, of Collinsville, who
has been playing with Quincy this
year, hiis heen sold to Omaha and
will join that team next season.
Mertens plays any position  with
equal efliciency and while with the
Colhinsville Reds was pitcher, cateh-
er, first baseman and fielder.

Herald and Review
15 Oct 1908, Thu - Page 3

Mourns Draft of Mertens.
- Quincy mourns the drafting of John
Mertens by Detroit, for it had figured
a sale whereby the former Decatur
tryout was to bring more money than
the draft price.

Belleville Daily Advocate
19 Dec 1908, Sat - Page 4

Jack Mertens, who formerly
pitched for the Belleville and Col-
linsville teams of the Trolley
League, has been signed by Hughey
Jennings of the champion Detroit
Tigers for the coming season. Mer-
tens was with the Quincy team of
the Towa State League and is a fine
hatter. He will be given a try-out
in the outfield.




. Detroit Evening Times < o Clip>
06 Feb 1909, Sat - Page 7

MERTENS WILL NOT
SEE SAN ANTONIO

The Detroit elub Saturday announc-
Led the release of playver Mertens,
{drafted from a western team at the |
close of last season, sending the young
man to the Minenapolis club, of the
iAmorlcan ‘assoclation, “




John Henry Mertens

BIRTH 20 JUL 1882 « St Louis, St Louis City, Missouri, USA

DEATH 3 FEB 1946 « St Louis, St Louis City, Missouri, USA

‘ Blanche Elizabeth
Mertens

1905-1986 Herman Joseph Mertens

1893-1957

Family Siblings ~
Parents ’ Mary Agnes Mertens
1878-1879
: Theodore William Mertens Sr
1853-1028 Mary Mertens
‘ 1880-1920
‘ Elizabeth Schulte
1852-1932 ‘ Henry William Mertens
1885-1887
Spouse and children
: Otto John Mertens
Hanora Blanche Walsh 1887-1944
, 1883-1964
Theodore William Mertens Jr
: 1890-1921

: Private

: Bernard Mertens
1895-1981

Half siblings

Christian Ferdinand Mertens
1860-1958

Son John born Feb 3, 1926

APPROVED.
Burean No. 3-R013-43

REGISTRATION CARD  (Men born on or after July 1, 1924, and on or before December 31, 1924)
for the of men as

reach the 18th of the date of their birth on or after 1, 1943
SERIAL NUMBER | 1. Nasx (Priot) ORDER
W.=261=B JOHN EDWARD MERTENS...... 13,899-B__

£y o (Prist) <
“50358. OloAthA. AVPa..... o StaloulS, _Missouri.

o, awaniis.
[THE PLACE OF RESIDENCE GIVEN ON LINE 2 ABOVE WILL DETERMINE LOCAL BOARD
JURISDICTION: LINE 2 OF REGISTRATION CERTIFICATE WILL BE IDENTICAL]
3. Mamsvo Anpress

T e Tan e
21 Sholouls,
Megoele | Pebruary Srde.1926e |  Missowrl .

TN Ay AGGREE oY FRRsow Wit Wik ALwivs Kvow Yoox Avok
) Mrs. Gloria Lee Mertens, addr

_.Bradt Cq . Ingorpe
Or EMPLOYMENT OR Busivzse

408 North 18th St. st,Louis
= ar 40d sreet o L ¥ 5. swsber)

DSS Form 1 (Rev. 11-1649 16—21680-4
Enl.U,S,Amy 5-8-43. Re-Enlely

Detail

Name:

Birth Year:

Gender:

Race:

Age in1930:

Birthplace:

Marital Status:

Relation to Head of House:

Home in 1930:
Map of Home:

Street Address:

Ward of City:

Block:

House Number:
Dwelling Number:
Family Number:

Home Owned or Rented:
Home Value:

Radio Set:

Lives on Farm:

Age at First Marriage:
Attended School:

Able to Read and Write:
Father's Birthplace:
Mother's Birthplace:
Able to Speak English:
Occupation:

Industry:

Class of Worker:

Source Discover

John Mertens
abt 1883
Male

White

47

Missouri
Married

Head

St Louis, St. Louis (Independent City),

Missouri, USA

St Louis, St. Louis (Independent City),

Missouri
Cora Ave

22

3720

1812

68

104

Rented
35.00

No

No

21

No

Yes

Germany
lowa

Yes

Gen'l Hawling
Brick and Saudo

Working on own account

Employment: Yes
Household Members (Name) Age Relationship
John Mertens 47 Head
Blanch Mertens 43 Wife
Blanch E Mertens 24 Daughter
John Mertens 4 Son

Elizabeth Mertens

78 Mother-In-Law

Son John died in 2008; John’s wife Gloria died in 2022.




St. Louis Post-Dispatch

06 Feb 1946, Wed - Page 22
EYTTURTY Y. . avwm T TTIERAY TTWwWY TN,
TMERTENS, JONN M. Of 4464 Wal-
Ince ave., suddenly on Sun., Febh, 3,
1946, dear hushand of HBlanche Walsh
Mertens, dear father of Dolly and te.
dack Mertens, dear brother, brother-ine
law and uncle,

Funeral from KRIEGSEHAUSER Mor-
tuary, 4228 S. Kingshighway, on Thurs.,
Feb. 7, 8:30 a.m. to St. Joun the RBap-
tist Church., Interment Calvary Cemetery,

Tis s alasaET ey T T =

St. Louis Post-Dispatch
05 Mar 1964, Thu - Page 51
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