Luther “Casey” Smith (aka Brown)

First game May 18, 1913 and last game May 22, 1913

The Indianapolis News (Indianapolis, Indiana) - 19 May 1913, Mon - Page 10 [ { |
EBII & TINEIT RIS TULUTTRA e ;“
Al Hohnhorst, former Mud Hen and for
a few days last year an looked
familiar on first base. He
with the COW being
to St. Louils. Brown
| blooded Indian, who arrived
[from the coast. He made a fa
| pression on his inftial
| The Hooslers wound their
the Clevelanders by
double bill with Cy Young's ;
dropped the first game, 2 to § but
back strong in the.sstond.sinning.
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The Indianapolis News (Indianapolis, Indiana) « 23 May 1913, Fri + Page 20

l ‘ .uan(‘“lo', siuwe “m;‘m“
Feds yesterday when he
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[
s the
Hooslers plling up
8| fore e could Do Tanbed: The St e
o) was § to 1 Balr had the visitors
11 all the 'tg. to yleld
0| the seventh Inning. pass two |
¢ | gles netted them In this round, while
3| & pair of hits in the ninth gave them onhe
| more
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Shortstop Brown, “full-blooded Indian” and “non de plume is Brown”, suggests not Jimmy Brown.

Two possible options:

Pittsburgh Daily Post (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) - 09 Mar 1913, Sun + P

Tear | DY WIire.
las? IS HE AN ABORIGINE?

bat- | Barney Dreyfuss has picked up a prom-
min- | ising_player from the Indian reservation

in North Dakota. Th's new recruit’'s
ebal | name is George Eastman and he has
e or| been playing sensationally at shortstop
Louis | o0 & picked team at his home in Peever.
d He has been watched garefully by Homer
'ands | Hillebrand, the former Princeton and
r the | Pit*'shurgh pitcher, who res'des only a

The Journal Times (Racine, Wisconsin) « 06 Mar 1912, Wed + Page
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Lew Smith, the Indian recruit short- []
stopper picked up by Chance on the
coast, has been dubbed “Casey” Smith
1| to designate from Charley Smith,
‘| the pitcher. ohnny Evers thinks it
| & better name than the usual
stunt attached to Indian pliyers. -

2

Eastman was with Pittsburgh in the spring,
was sent to Steubenville, returned to
Pittsburg in May, and signed with Huntington
late May 1913.

The | Short distance from Eastman's home. It LR
ht to |7 i
George Eastman Luther Casey Smith

Casey Smith was with Witter and Ridgeway in
Columbia SC, and he jumped to the Federal
League about the same time they did.

Who was Brown?

On May 18, 1913, the St. Louis Terriers started a shortstop identified as “Brown” in the box
scores and articles in their game in Indianapolis. The Indianapolis News wrote the next day
“Shortstop Brown is a full-blooded Indian, who arrived yesterday from the coast. He made a
favorable impression on his initial appearance.” (May 19, 1913: 10.) A few days later, Manager
O’Connor used Brown as a pitcher: “O’Connor made it easy for the local Feds yesterday when
he improvised a pitcher out of his redskin infielder, whose diamond non de plume is Brown.”
(Indianapolis News, May 23, 1913: 20.) This was his third and final game with the club.

Baseball-Reference identifies Brown as James Brown, an outfielder who also played with
Indianapolis in 1913, his last game being May 13, 1913. The Indianapolis papers were clear that
Jimmy Brown previously played with Pittsburgh in the United States League (an outlaw league
that was a precursor to the Federal League) in 1912. One of the papers describes him as from
Hazelwood, near Pittsburgh. Jimmy joined Youngstown briefly after the USL collapsed. Terriers’




manager Jack O’Connor managed Cleveland in the USL in 1912, so he would have known who
Jimmy Brown was. However, for a variety of reasons, | do not think the Brown who played for
St. Louis was Jimmy Brown.

Just about a week after Brown’s last game with St. Louis, the Pittsburgh Federal League club
tried out L. Brown, “an Indian” at third base in a double header in St. Louis (Pittsburgh Daily
Post, May 29, 1913: 15). He was injured in the second game, as a few days later the Pittsburgh
Post-Gazette reported that he had been sent home to Louisville to rest (May 31, 1913: 12). He
returned to Pittsburgh for a few games in June. L. Brown was the alias for Luther (Casey) Smith
(https://sabr.org/bioproj/person/luther-smith/).

Luther Smith was a Native American from California who received a brief tryout with the Cubs
in the spring of 1912, where Frank Chance gave him the nickname “Casey”. The Cubs sent him
to Louisville, and Louisville sent him to Columbia (SC), where he played shortstop, third base,
and pitched. In 1913, the Columbia club was transferred to Charleston. Three of the players
reserved by Columbia/Charleston for 1913 were James Barton, Leo Witter (Witterstaetter) and
Jack Ridgway. Jimmy Barton was an infielder for the Terriers, first at second base, and then at
short after Charlie Stis got hurt. Leo Witter and Jack Ridgway both jumped from Charelston to
the Federal League in May where they played for the St. Louis Terriers under the names Leo
Jones and Jack Mullin, respectively. Casey Smith jumped to the Federal League at the same
time, ending up in Pittsburgh. (Columbia Record, September 19, 1913.) Per his SABR bio, he
played 25 games in Charleston before quitting the club. He played for a team in Louisville later
in the summer, after he was done in Pittsburgh.

In 1914, Smith signed with Regina (Saskatchewan, Canada), where the papers noted he was one
of four ex-Federal League players on the club. The manager at Regina was Charlie Stis, whom
Brown supplanted at shortstop for two games. Outfielder Joseph Zoellers was a St. Louis native
who played a few games with the Terriers at the start of the 1913 season.

It seems entirely plausible, then, that Casey Smith used the non de Plume Brown by during a
brief stint with St. Louis after leaving Charleston with Witter and Ridgeway. When he didn’t
impress O’Connor, he was turned over to Pittsburgh.

While Casey Smith is the most logical option for Brown, there was another Native American
Indian shortstop in the neighborhood at that same time. George Eastman, a Sioux Indian from
South Dakota, was given a trial by the Pittsburgh Pirates in the spring of 1913. In early May, he
was sent to Steubenville of the Interstate League, but they returned him to Pittsburgh
(Pittsburgh Press, May 4, 1913: 22). On May 22, Eastman was sent out by Pittsburgh to
Huntington (WV) in the Ohio State League. While it seems unlikely that he would jump to the
Federal League and then come back without problem, Eastman was MIA during the time span
in which Brown played for St. Louis. Eastman played in Montana for a few years after 1913, and
in 1921 he was given a tryout by the St. Louis Browns (Great Falls (MT) Tribune, March 15,
1921: 8).
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ST. LOUIS, Mo., May 28.-Red Ashen- :
felter was master of the situation at a\l;
timee here this afternoon and the Fil-|!
ipinos had no trouble walking off from | ¢
St. Louls with the first game of the
series. 5 to 3. Ashenfelter was a trifle
wild, walking several men, but he eveued
this up by fanning the same number. |
Menosky was the star hitter for the
File. metting a triple and a homer out!<
of five times up. but each time there was | !
no one on the bags. 1. Brown, an ln-‘
dian was trled out by Manager Phn-"
lippe at the third station, and he played' '
a good zame until he injured his hgnd: |
sliding into second, in the sixth. Um-!,
pire Franklin lost hig evesight during .
the contest and could ndt see whether the |
ball came over the pan or not, and tor‘l
kicking so hard on some of the decisions |
Manager Phillippe. Pitcher Bridges and .
Man r O'Connor, of the St. Louis team, | °
were banished from the grounds. The
game was played as follows:

Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsylv... « 31 May 1913, Sat + Page 12 @

——e
Phillippe Sends Indian Home.

. LOUIS, MO.. May 30.—L.
thT Indian of the Pittsb h m

Leaguers, who was injured in ednesday's
con{c“;l. will be unable to play for several
weeks. He was allowed to go to his home
in Loulsville by Manager Philippe this
morning. He will report as soon as he 1=
in condition,

—_——

First game for L. Brown with Pittsburgh

L. Brown from Louisville?

L. Brown played with Pittsburgh from May 28 through June 15, 1913

Casey Smith
With Columbia in 1911, 1912, plus a tryout with the Cubs in 1912

The Columbia Record (Columbia, South Caroli... -

27 Feb 1913, Thu *

The Columbia Record (Columbia, South Caroli... -

20 Mar 1913, Thu
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Fred Badel, A. Barrett, Thomas
Hughes, James Barton, L. Whitter, BE.
B. White, U. A. Hidy, R. G. Menefee,
L. C. Dashner, Casey Smith, G. E.
Winston, .Jack Ridgeway, J. L. Hur-
ley, E. R. Bitting and L. G. Brown
are the 15 Columbia players on the
reserve list who are available for the
Charleston management to pick from,
although what number of these will
be used is problematical. Several of
these men are good performers and
will without doubt be utilized.

A sad message was received by
Walsh yesterday from Casey Smith,
the full-blooded Indian, who will be
seen in a Charleston uniform this sum-
mer, conveying the news of the death
of Mrs. Smith, the player's wife, who
died Tuesday night at thelr home in
Los Angeles, Cal.
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Jacksonville 1, Charleston 1 w|  Butchertown Beats Glenwood. Lfl
JACKSONVILLE, May 10—Foster \-| Butchertown won thelr sixth straight | §
and Wilder worked a pretty eleven ; Sunday game yesterday afternoon, when | g
inning pitcher's battle this afternoon, g they defeated Glenwoad—4 to 1. Harp-|{n
the game being called on account of the Iast Enders’ crack twirler
darkness when the score was 1 and 1. R el, I8 . el w
Foster allowed but five hits but did ¢|again demonstrated that he l_s the l.ncst 1
not walk a man. Wilder allowed sev- = tn'lrl\a_r by é?‘;}crl:cghtlotl:rcbe) h“llt‘,o“‘m ct
en hits and walked one. A one handed t. }agn;({"emm men., Bradbury hit the [}¥
catch of a line drive from Casey t. | ball for keeps, the little centerfielder |}:
Smith's bat by Hoffman was the field- is { hitting safely on every trip to the 1a
ing feature. Score: e plnte.gone of which was a double. A u
Jacksonville . ...001 000 000 00—1 5 2 t- | stop by Murphy and a catch by Weisen- | |
Charleston . ....100 000 000 00—1 7 2 2 stern teatured. Casey Smith, the In- :’,
Batteries: Wilder and Smith; Foster ie|dlan who was with the Cubs and|,
and Menefee. Time 1:50. Umpire r, | Colonels for a_while last season, playved B
Pender. t- | shortstop for Glenwood, and amazed the =
crowd with his clever base runnins, 1
g | Vetter and Girard both hit well for t1
d | Butchertown. The score: B
r.| Innings L 123456789—R.H.E. [
it | Glenwood ..000000100—1 3 2|,
n | Butchertown .:..00010030°— 412 2|p
The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky) - 20 Jul 1913, Sun - Page 35 [ The Columbia Record (Columbia, South Caroli... - 19 Sep 1913, Fri + Pa
s
e it # the | chance of making a reputation for |l
: nwoo s at ) son to-day, | p
1e. leaving on the mallboat at 9 a. m. from £ himself. Clubs in both the Southerna
:sl rolol: of l'l‘lhirddsté'eet. .Ellk'e; orh\\’lllltdnlrn R less|and American associations wanted |tc
wiil twirl an asey Smith, the Indlan, -
Y| who was with Chicago and Loulsville last 1 of | him. Casey Smith and Jack Ridge
1~ | vear, wiil cover short for Glenwood. P ved | Way, who were suspended along with
v n sign Witter, have been released. Ridge-
i way is pitching ball at present for the
St. Louis club of the Federal league
ver,| under the name of Mullin. Smith for
3 at|a while played with the Pittsburghs,
y of4 of the Federal league, but he was
nil- | canned, and his whereabouts since has sl
.| not been learned. B
The Columbia Record (Columbia, South Caroli... « 16 May 1913, Fri + Page 10 »on Daily Star on, Saskatchew... « 14 Mar 1914, Sat -
WiTh Curdinal
S 3 3 Present Roster will be worn
m’ Rld‘ew‘y md Wl(ter Pl‘yed on I ‘T‘:..I.- rs—J. B. Ryan, Jean ,‘;m'&uh. .“I,’.{,ll:-'rmf".:.‘.rvn
. . W H. Evers, Clyde Bundy, A, Butter=| o« .. iven
Are Under Suspension. This o, M e
L . "m;:ﬁ:::"z‘;;lv-hn Murphy, Alf. Daker, Willis
Y;ﬂtld»m— Charles Stis ;munu-'n Bill Willlan
(5 Noewrr , Unsey Smith ’ e
H‘AYERS WOULD Go PLAYING F A"ullu-:r:‘xr:rvm.l W 'I,-wl‘lv:s, Thomas 'M. .....'.‘.:-Iu.:‘:"
Gilroy, John 8 h 5
To FEDERAL I-EAGUE 3RD The u-mn.r"!".'.l‘.n Sox have four ex- \Iﬂlllt"ll. :I:m:x rll:
Vederal Leaguers thelr roster NOW, | gooq ™ o ‘1
ind it i3 not Impossible that more nx-l,, Ftar it """
sl outlaws will be signed up ‘-wl--rrhthn hl'lu;-'nl”m:l” 1
Foster the Only Pitcher Avail- Tomorrow ‘.‘..'.5,’.,2‘;'.",".'.’.‘..1: ach ..,[i‘”,.‘;".'.lf".'.T.,.."?.? NI S dague
he qualifications one would expect 0 g 5on
able for Duty—Other Flight for g a2 g G o B iy {"“"“"|l:':"'"
uve ,:u..ur.m-: to aBIAe o the rules| "€e0 heard fr
G.me‘. Of the a u‘-u ; .«: '1'~v|x.-v x‘{-.l. lame “\‘ !
N Munos Nt l"l "'v.-l- ’/ !A.B.C.
RS he Eak Eeine el
(Associated Press Disvatch.i With a hot & Sy aheaingy Rl K, By ut Fuu E
N Charleston, S. C., May 16.—Charles- a cloudless sky Birown, but he refuset (o lisien to the!
3 h takes the field m‘ Macon to- fed y“m.y r-xu||'v: call and ‘”I H'l.“lv |sd.|hl| \\‘Ii'h 32 Te;
i ”m‘ bly crlppled, with Smith, fight of the Ca n the plan of the srganize wangd 3
. Witter and Ridgeway under suspen-| o= "o link oo s
~ sion for threatening to jump to the try clib thls 3
’ Federal league, and with Foster the flight. Today s
lone pitcher available for effective|, e o
_ duty. Foxen will probably play third.| o ﬂ‘; "m; m;
:’Meu must go into the outfield. d urln: th
. The Gulls may win with perfect it
m. prevailing. Voss twirls for m
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Laura Gray Smi

BIRTH
DEATH

unknown

1913

Los Angeles County, California, USA
Fairview Cemetery

New Albany, Floyd County, Indiana, USA

BURIAL

MEMORIAL ID 108184276 - View Source

22 or 24 years old; daughter of William C. Gray; wife of Casey Smithl buried 27 Mar
1913; obit states she was killed in Los Angeles

First wife, buried in New Albany, Indiana.

George Eastman
Signed in spring 1913 for a tryout with Pittsburgh (NL)

Pittsburgh Daily Post (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) « 10 Mar 1913, Mon + Page 11 The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) - 04 May 1913, Sun + Page 22 E
McCarthy came in from South Bend. B : 4
(ef INDIAN EASTMAN REPORTS. :}::; 'l';
fan A surprise to everybody was the ap- |to Marl )
08¢ | pearance of a Sioux Indian, in the person :Il‘lf;”"'m
the ! of George FEastman, of South Dakota, | iney
awys |an inflelder who has never played profes- | yvoung p
ger | slonal baseball, but was reccmmended by ‘::')‘r .'r ]
eld | Homer Hildebrand, who considers him | o0, 0
ns. | very promising material. Clarke says In- Marlin
the | dlan players are the style, and the Pitte- L:.\‘;nh;:
the | Purgh club will be in style. Hildebrand | 5, ~ "y
has never recommended anybody else to
ML fie . Jsiit a3 14 ta awtlimaly nnan hie ward
The Pittsburgh Press (Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania) + 15 May 1913, Thu + Page 19 E Pittsburgh Post-Gazette (Pittsburgh, Pennsylv... - 23 May 1913, Fri + Page 13
TUO TIeET TeeT: Is. ara
»w|  The league eclubs are getting | Sop
Ausweu TO QUERY down to the limit of 25 men. Barney | chine
. - Dre‘s‘-msn yesterday s;nt Plécher Reu:{heir The
e on A back to California, First Baseman ol- | ¢
-”:..l.--rm-b o George ‘lm ho | derman to Tacoma and I‘n‘ﬂel{l'_or (;;eor:e tmf"z'
teubenville Interstate league, yis | Eastman to Huntington, W. Va., in the
~ . - » a sto
but lnmm and Is still on the he | Ohio State League. piPewts
- & .
: this




What was George Eastman doing between May 15 and May 23?

Great Falls Tribune (Great Falls, Montana) - 31 Jul 1913, Thu + Page 9

Great Falls Tribune (Great Falls, Montana) « 15 Mar 1921, Tue + Page 8 EP

’. —_—
Special to The Daily Tribune.

Lewistown, July 30-—Lewistown won
s@ | its sixth straight victory over the Butte
Independents today. the score being 8
to 0. Wilcox pitched a strong game,
mt five costly errors were made by the
visitors., George Eastman, a brother of
Chief Eastman, the pitcher, arrived last
night and played his first game with
Lewistown at short, taking the place of
MeQuaid, who was injured Sunday, and
will be out of the game for some time.
Eastman is on Pittsburg’s reserve, and
played with the Pirates in the spring
trip. He was farmt;d out in the Virginia
league, which blew up ten days ago, and
will finish the season here. His playing
today was spectacular. Sunday the
league games will be resumed with a
double header with Sheridan.
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Eastman Is Training With St.
Louis; Rook With Detroit, and
Kandler With Minneapolis,

Special to The Tribune.

Wolf Point, March 14.—Three ball
players who were with the Wolf
Point 1919 team, which won the Mon-
tana state pennant, have signed con-
tracts and are trying out at major
league training camps this spring.

George Eastman, the Indian captain
and shortstop of the *“Wolves” in
{1919, is with the St. Louis Browns.
Eastman, a few years ago, played one
season as utility infielder with the
Pittsburg Pirates.

Herb Rock is on the Detroit Tiger's

Ended up in Montana in July 1913




