
 
Jacob Bauer 
 
Here’s what I have found about Jacob Bauer (1903-1915). 
The record in Baseball-Reference appears to be correct, in that he played for those teams during 
those seasons. He was from Ottumwa, Iowa, although he moved around more during the off-
season. At one point he owned a ranch in Idaho. He was left-handed, or at least batted left-
handed. He owned an “ivory parlor” in Ottumwa at one point. 
 
As to who he was, there is a Jacob Francis Bauer from Ottumwa, Iowa, born on Feb 4, 1874 
(from his WWI Draft registration) to John and Anna Bauer. In the 1870 Census, he is identified as 
four years old, while in the 1900 Census, he was a clerk, age 26, living with his parents. I think 
he owned a candy store in the early 1900s, as there were ads for “Red Hawk Chocolates” in the 
Ottumwa newspaper (exactly 100 hits in Newspapers.com from 1903 through February 1906); 
the store was owned by J.F. Bauer. 
 
After about 1900, Jacob Bauer appears just a few times in the Ottumwa papers (those I could 
find online, that is). Two are in reference to his parents – a wedding anniversary and the 
obituary for his father in May 1906. The third is an announcement of the death of Mrs. Jacob 
Bauer, in Valley, WA in 1917. The paper noted that her husband was well known in Ottumwa, 
and that she was from Fort Madison, Iowa. A marriage license from Washington state shows 
that Jacob Bauer (sone of John and Anna) married Paul Conradt on April 25, 1913 in Tacoma, 
WA; Paula was from Fort Madison. 
 
What happened to Jacob? On July 12, 1926, the Idaho Evening Times told a story of a Spokane 
man, J.F. Bauer, who was found in the wrong hotel room in Twin Falls, Idaho. He complained of 
being sick, and the next morning was taken to the hospital, where he subsequently died. The 
cause of the death was ruled as alcohol poisoning from moonshine. He was a salesman for the 
Burlington Basket Company, and a member of the Knights of Columbus of Valley, WA. He had a 
card with contact information for his sister in Ottumwa, Iowa, to whom the body was sent. 
 
The death certificate has nothing specific about him, beyond the name (J.F. Bauer) and date of 
death (July 11, 1926). On FindAGrave, he is identified as Joseph F. Bauer, but his brother Joseph 
died in 1940. The dates (1874 – 1926) match Jacob, not Joseph (b. 1863). It seems reasonable to 
accept that Jacob Francis Bauer, of Ottumwa, was born Feb 4. 1874 and died July 11, 1926. 
 
However, my cinundrum is: I still have not convinced myself definitively that Jacob (Jake) Bauer, 
the ball player from Ottumwa, Iowa, was in fact Jacob Francis Bauer, who seems to have owned 
a candy store as his baseball career started, and who has no record playing baseball prior to 
1903 at age 29? I need that connection to be stronger. 
 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 
 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 
 
 



 
 

 

 

 

 
Joseph Bauer and Jacob F. Bauer are 
brothers, sons of John Bauer of Ottumwa. 
 

 



 
1880 Census Record: Jacob age 6 
 

 
1900 Census Record: Jacob age 26, shipping clerk 
 

 
Marriage on April 25, 1913 in Tacoma, WA. Parents John Bauer and Anna Winter. 
Wife’s parents George Conradt and Josephine Thomas. 
 



 



 
Idaho Evening Times 
 



 


