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Thomas E. Barrett, sheriff of Cook County, was  
born in Chicago, on the north side of the river, obtained  
his education at the old Kinzie school at Ohio street  
and La Salle avenue, and, except the eight months he  
worked in a coal mine in Pennsylvania, has lived con-  
tinuously in the north division of the city. More than  
sixty years ago Anthony and Rose Barrett, parents of  
Sheriff Barrett, came to Chicago, and took up their  
residence at the corner of Market and Erie streets,  
where the subject of this sketch was born April  
30, 1863.  
 
When Young Barrett was in his ninth year the fire  
of 1871 destroyed the Barrett home, and the future  
sheriff started out to help repair the family fortunes by  
going to work in a coal mine at Tnkerman, Pennsylva-  
nia. He found the task of picking slate out of coal  
uncongenial, and at the end of eight months returned  
to Chicago, where he got a job as errand boy with  
Field, Leiter & Co., but soon after entered the messen-  
ger service of the American District Telegraph Com-  
pany. His real business career began, however, when  
he became a messenger boy for Brown, Fleming & Co.,  
a board of trade firm, with which he remained for  
twenty-eight years.  
 
In 1887 Mr. Barrett entered the brokerage firm of  
Boyden & Co., with which he remained until the death  
of Mr. Boyden, in 1894 or 1895, when the firm name  



was changed to J. F. Barrett & Co., which consisted of  
John, Tom and Tony Barrett. A few years afterward  
the firm name was changed to Barrett, Farnum & Co.,  
which did business two and one-half years. On the dis-  
solution of the firm, Mr. Barrett went into the grain  
brokerage business for himself, and was engaged in it  
when elected sheriff.  
 
Sheriff Barrett has always been interested in sports,  
especially baseball and boxing, though handball, horse  
racing and other outdoor amusements have received a  
great deal of his attention. In 1880 he organized the old  
Whiting Baseball Club, which achieved a high reputa-  
tion in amateur baseball circles. Mr. Barrett was one of  
the organizers, and was at the head of the city baseball  
league for fourteen years. He is still a liberal patron  
of the amateur as well as professional exhibitions of  
the national game.  
 
As an amateur boxer, Mr. Barrett was for many  
years the idol of the Board of Trade and other local  
patrons of the pugilistic art. He met all the leading  
amateurs of his class in the West, and at a tournament  
in the old Athenaeum gymnasium in March, 1887, won  
the middle-weight amateur championship of Illinois, in  
a contest with Frank Rheims. This victory satisfied  
his pugilistic ambition, and the following August he  
married and retired from the ring.  
 
In later years Mr. Barrett owned and managed an  
extensive racing stable of runners and trotters, but a  
few years before his election as sheriff he disposed of  
his horses and gave up the turf. He has never ceased,  
however, to take an interest in racing as a sport.  
 
Sheriff Barrett has always been a Democrat, and  
taken an active interest in politics. He was never a  
candidate for office until he was nominated for sheriff  
by the Democrats in 1902, when he was the only man  
on the Democratic County ticket elected. Except the  
candidate for sheriff all the Republicans on the county  
ticket were elected by pluralities ranging from 5,000  
to 15,000, while Mr. Barrett defeated Daniel D. Healy,  
the Republican candidate, by nearly 7,000 plurality.  
 
In August, 1887, Mr. Barrett married Miss Ellen  
McCoy. They have one child, a daughter, Josephine,  
now sixteen years old. Mr. Barrett lives in Ravens-  
wood, in the twenty-sixth ward.  
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1870 Census entry – Parents born in Ireland 
Mother came to US in 1859, Father came to US in 1847 
 

 
1880 Census 



 

 
Marriage license – Witness Frank Rhiems 
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