Ernie Burch

Position: Leftfielder

Bats: Left + Throws: Right

5-10, 190Ib (178cm, 86kg)

Born: September 9, 1856 in DeKalb County, IL §

Died: October 12, 1892 (Aged 36-033d) in Guthrie, OK
Buried: Summit View Cemetery, Guthrie, OK

Debut: August 15, 1884 (Age 27-341d, 978th in MLB history)
Last Game: July 10, 1887 (Age 30-304d)

Rookie Status: Exceeded rookie limits during 1884 season
Full Name: Ernest A. Burch
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. The Denver Bate Ball Asscciation will
play any niue in the city at the fair grounds
on Bunday vext, at 2:30 o'clock, weather
permi‘ting, for a ball, purze or for practice.
The following nine will repreceut the esso-
ciation: Pitcher, Otero: catcher, Hayes;
first base, McGrady; second base, James
Davis; third base, Wilmot; short-stop,
Williams; left ﬁel(i. Ryan; center field,
Birch; right field, Dreyfocs. The change
battery will bo Bashong us pitcher, and
M. J. Madden catcher, ’

Rocky Mountain News May 24, 1882
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To-Yorrow’s Ball Game.

Weather permitting a match game of base
ball wili be played at the fair grounds to-
morrow (Sunday) afternoon at 2:30 o’clock,
between the first nine of the Denver asso-
cialion and the Clippers, one of the
strongest amateur teams in the
city. - The following players will
represent the assuciation: John 8.
Hayes, E. E. Bushong, Charles McGrady,
George Clark, Charles Wilmot, Al Dreyfoos,
A. W. Davis, Ernest Birch and M. J. Mad-
?.en. Game will be called promptly on
ime. .

i

Rocky Mountain News June 10, 1882 (E E Bushong is brother of Bushing from Worcester)
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BEATEN BY BLUES.

Denver's Base Ball Club Dis-
astrously Defeated.

The . Leadville Nine Enjoy a
Walk Over.

A Full Desériptlon,of the Game
by Innings,

The first game between the Denver
Browns and Leadville Blues, for the cham-
pionship pennant of Colorado, was played
at the new base ball grounds, near the Ex-
poslllon building, yesterday afRernoon.
The new grounds beloog to Brasher Bros.,
and sre fitted up with reference to beauty
and convenience,but unfortunately the field
is slightly too small, a defect which will be
remedied. They were highly praised by
everybody in attendance at yesterday's
game, Many jmprovements will doubtless
be added vet. There were about 350 people
in attendance upon the game vesterday,

The game was called at 3:10 and Mr, W,
R, Perry selected as umpire, - The visitors
wgll:l the toss and elected to take the field,
while

JHE HOME CLUB WENT TO THE BAT.

The first inning resulted in a whitewash
for the Brown Btockings, but when the
Leadvilles took up the willow they showed
their a:geriomy over the home men and

unded Bushong unmercifully, The field-
og of the visitors, witll the exception of
Price, the right fielder, was almost perfect,

while that of the Denvers was bad through-

Rocky Mountain News July 3, 1882: 23

not runniog back to his bese on a foul, |
Hull, of tho Leadville's, went oat from

Dreyfoos to McGrady, and Newell in a simi-

lar manner. Blake weat to flrtst on balls,

Knowdell struck to Bushong but he threw

over McGrady's head, and Foutz hit to

centre for two bases sendiog Knowdell 1o
third, Webster's hit brought Knowdell in.

Phelan hit a safe single bagger, bringing
Fou'z in. Keatler atruck to right field for a

base, and Webster and Phelan ,ecored.
Price sent a fiy to Birch who s20in sicnal-
ized himself by catching it, leaving Kessler
on second. :

Ninth Inning—Darreh went to first on
balls end in “trying to stcal second was
thrown out by Knowdell. Birch weat out on
a short fly to Blake. McGrady made o safe
single bagger and Dillon took first on balls
and Davis went ou’ on foul to Knowdell,

The visitors waived playing the last half
of the ninth inning and the game was called.
It lasted two hours and thirty-five minutes,

The following was
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The Denver Republican
1 August 1882, page 1
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BASE BALL.

The Third Game DBetween tho Leadville
o and Denver Clubs to Be Played
f To-Day.

I ad

This afternoor: at 4 o'clock a match
game will be played between the Lead-
ville Blues and the Denver Browns, on
the grounds of the latter opposite the
t| Isxposition building, when an exciting
{ contest is aaticipated. The following
\ axi-e the players and positions of each
;| nine:

; TOSITIONS, BROWNS,
L
)

....Tight field....
’ left field
} short-stop.
| d base
Kessler third base
Price pitcher.

Hull catcher. Hayes
| _This will be a close' game, and the
Browns, baving every confidence in
.| Crawford, their new pitcher, will make
strenuous exer tions {o pull a. chestnut
‘| out of the Leadville Blues’ fire.
It will be observed that the Leadville
.| club has changed their pitcher and catch-
er for to-day’s game. In Sunday’s game
Foutz acted as pitcher and Knodell as
catcher. In to-day’s game they play in
the field, The Denver club plays in the
same gositions as in Sunday’s game,
Why the Leadyille club inake the change
has not been given out. The Browns
look upon it as a good omen, and are
pretty confident of success,

Denver Republican August 1, 1882: 1

catching flies in their respective fields.
Burch gul the Reds, the center fielder,
made the cateh of the game, a high and
long knock of Hudson's flying well over
his head, and after running back, making
a jump, and taking the ball in one hand.
The pitching of Powell, of the Chicago
Umons, for the Reds, was very effective,
and his change from a swift to a slow ball
was a source of annoyance to the Stars,
who batted out on such balls many times.
The score was:

Innings A 5885356189
Stars. ... -~ 2-8"2 9 —l 00 1 4§
Reds sevinsesamecsitil. . O B ES I T 8

Earned runs—Stars 0: Reds 0.
Twobhuse hita—Stars 1; Reds 2.

First base on balls—Stars 0; Reds 2.
Struck out—Stars 10; Reds 7.

Left on bases—Stars 6; Reds 7.

Double play-—~Walch to Portner.

Passed bals—Cavanaagh 1; Schwartz 3.
Wild pitches -Powell 2

Umpire -Wade.

Time—1 hour, 45 minates,

Quad City Times October 11, 1883: 1
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TIPS,
" C. E. Smith, the Poughkeepsie, N. Y. |
catcher engaged for the Peoria Reds, ar
rived yesterday- '
The Peoria club arrived at noon, and
will play three games here.
Cavansugh, of the Rock Island nine,
Las a sore hand, and did not play today.
Following is the position the clubs are
playing in today: Peoria—Pinkney, s s;
Burch, 1 f; McSorley, 3b; Fulmer, ¢; Pow-
oll, 2b; Hughes, 1b; Clark, c f; Kent, p; [
Long, ¢ . Rock Islands—Larkin 3b;
Goggin, r f; Walsh, s s; Forrest, | f; Hud-
son, p; Hagan, 1b; Nugent, 2b; McHenry,
c f. Sage, c. =
e —

Rock Island Argus April 24 1884
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AT L WA TATTON

Inter Ocean August 10, 1884

Ernest A, Burch, ofgthe Cleveland league
team, arrived from the East yesterday and
will probably winter in this city. He has
several offers for next year, havimg created
an cxcellent impression at the bat and in
the field by his season's work with Peoria
and Clevelard. )

Mlinan cama lted tecen allaeana ?

Rocky Mountain News November 17, 1884: 6
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"Kansas City's Pets: The Men Who Represent
Missouri In The Western League."
Kansas City Times, 19 April 1885, p. 9

Ernest A. Burch.

THE MASHER IN LEFT GARDEN. .
Eraest Burch first came into prominence |
in base ball circles as the left fielder of the |
L-adville Buss when it was composed of
Eent, Phelan, Kemlor and others and de-
fen'ed everything in Colorado. In 1883-4
be played with the Peorias and when they
disbended wont to the Cleveland league olub.

Kansas City Times April 19, 1885: 9
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BURCH WILL PLAY WITH THE BROOKLYNS.

f———— e

Burch, wln played with the Nationals of
\WWashington last year, has beon assignyed to tho
Brooklyn Club,

——

Brooklyn Daily Eagle January 29, 1886

6galn tod—4 10 §—the visitors baving playoed a fine
up hill game, Harkins not only pitching with offect,
bat belng fnoly supported lu the flold, Torry dolng
sorvico at loft flold In placo of Burch, while Swart-
wood especially distingulshod himselt as right
flold. In the soventh inulug the Brookiyas rallled
atthe batand got in three runs, and, though the
h_omo team tried hard to recover thelr lost lead,

Thé Broc‘)ki\‘/n Daily Eagle July 13, 1887




~Burch is not likely to piay with the Brook-

(o hion out Wek e he cgd' camntwhetnm!k
m ou

he ever saw him again or not. 2 .

The Standard Union (Brooklyn) July 21, 1887

EBIR, &% By Wawmg e

nmmmuumwmm.

The New York Tribune July 24, 1887

A New Right Fielder.

Manager Barnes has made a hit in se-
curing Burch, released from the Brook-
Iyns a few days ago, for the St. Paul
team. and he 1s ex to arrive here
to-day and play in the game against
La Crosse. Burch made a name for
himself two seasons ago with the Na-
tionals, of Washington, when they be-
came the champions of the Eastern
league. Svbsequently he was secured
by the Brooklyns and has played with
that team up to a recent date. new
man is a splendid Dbatter, first-class
St. Paul Globe August 4, 1887

Burch, the right fielder of the St. Paul nine,
has been released by Manager Barnes,
e P ——
Saint Paul Globe October 8, 1887

Recently the reason for the release of
Bureh from the Brooklyns has leaked out,
According to Mr. Byrne, he sent every dol-
lar he was pald to ota Terrlitory, where
It was Invested (o land, and always while In
the fleld ':::. mm thoughts ;c’u gaoa his
property far-off country. w
worse as the season advanced, and his umd

WAS Dever u the e. He there-
cally uselosn, oo

The Times (Philadélphia) Jan‘i9, 188§ B
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Wurels Migas Wit N, Loads,

T'am Loltus, who is to tnanage the St Lonls
Wostern Loague Assoeintion teom noxk yewr,
wrltes frome Dubugno to the SportiNg Nnuwd
ne loltowa: "I havo algoed @ A, Dol o-
firookiyvn far tho 4t, Tonly Wontorn Assoeln
Uon towm. o bas n balting average of (00
In oty olaht gnmos, A batgor T think hhm
viginl Lo ybody. Al he noeds e to gob
minoug hastlove, Jomdslioy 18 heve Ilving on
the fak of tho loud-snow, e Cfelonds gavo
Limp Loy quct Just weok, ‘The boys lore e
#elng orazy ovor the new ault ho brought Lromn
I'risuo, I8 wus wnndo hy My, Al Phove, of Ohi.
natuwn, who elulmi relatlonallp  to Ar Lie

Lathaw, W1lLbe down boon™ . -0

Sporting News Feb 18, 1888

" Burch of last s Brooklyn Club will
cover left fleld for Tom Loftus’ 8t. Louls
Whites, Loftus is getting a winning team to-
gether.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch February 17, 1888

)

C B, AJNURON, 5
Craok ¥ieldorof 8. Lonls;Whitos,.

Sporting News, May 5, 1888

Somewhere | saw a blurb about him going back to his ranch for the rest of the season.
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Nn word has as yet been received from
Burch. He is up in Dakota somewhere
“punching” cattle.

Dolan and Cautz, ot the defunct St. Louis
Whites, have been signed by the Browns,
Nyce has gone to Toledo.

Omaha Daily Bee July 12, 1888

Ernie Burch was reported dead in November, 1888...
} | SYSASVE. Vil 3ays Lney nave no runners.

It is said that Burch, who one time played

H
| with the Metropolltnn. and Brooklyn Club,
' | died recently of typhoid malaria at Dennison.

+ | Kansas City has secured *‘Chipnie’’ MeGarr
Post-Dispatch Nov 1, 1888

... but itwas af false alarm.

, The Burch who dled re(‘ently in Texas is not
the ex-Brookiyn outfleider, as was published
all over the country. The Brooklyn boy is on
aranch in the Territories. The deceased was
not as good a ball-player and Burch was only
an assumed name.

Post-Dispatch Dec 4, 1888

Sudden Death.

. Died, Wednesday, October 12, 1802,
“of typhoid fever, krnest A. Bnnh
m 36 years. Funeral Friday, Oct.
l‘, from residence in southwest Guth-
rie, at 2:30 p. m. J
°  The deceased will be remembered as
the fine base ball player of last sum-'
mer. He was a broom-maker on easi
§ Okl;hona avenue of late. He had
than local reputation as a base1
. ball player, having played with many
_of the national tcams.

OkIahoma State Capital Oct 15, 1892

»

Baseball-Reference lists his death as October 12, 1892 in Guthrie, OK.

David Nemec
Major League Baseball Profiles, 1871-1900, Volume 1



Burch, Earnest A. [ “Ernie”

B T HGT WGT G AB H R 28
L ? 5'10" 190 194 768 200 134 30

3B HR RBI BB SO SB BA SA  OBP
10 4 105 73 24 31 260 341 328

B. 9/9/1856 Dekalb County, IL  b. 10/12/1892
TeEAMS: 84CleN 86-87BroA

DEBUT: 8/15/1884 at Providence; played LF and
went o-for-4 in a 3-2 loss to Providence’s Charley
Radbourn

FINALE: 7/10/1887 at Louisville; played LT and
went o-for-4 in a 14-7 loss to Louisville’s Elton
Chamberlin

Ernie Burch joined independent Omaha in 1883
and moved soon afterward to Peoria of the North-
western League. He reputedly collected 5 doubles
in his first 5 at-bats with his new team and re-
mained with Peoria in 1884 until Cleveland NL ac-
quired him. In 1885 Burch spent most of the sea-
son with Washington of the Eastern League and
was reportedly ticketed for Denver in 1886 before
Brooklyn won an angry squabble with the New

York Mets for the rights to him. Burch was Brook-
lyn’s left fielder in 1886, and he held the job until
July 1887 when Ed Greer replaced him even though
he was among the team’s top hitters at the time.
Brooklyn owner Charlie Byrne later explained that
Burch had been released because he had invested
all his money in farmland in the Dakota Territo-
ry and his mind was on his property rather than
on baseball. Other team observers took a differ-
ent view, accusing Burch of being “utterly without
ambition, energy or pride in his work . . . a good
player who went to seed through sheer laziness.
It was a question half of the time if he was not
asleep standing in the field” The unforgiving cri-
tique was all the more peculiar in that Burch was
not a drinker.

After playing for the Western Association St.
Louis Whites in 1888 and hitting .196 in 36 games,
Burch did indeed quit the game to work his ranch.
Apparently the enterprise failed, however, for he
was back in baseball with Peoria of the Illinois-
Towa League by 18g0. Burch played briefly again
with Peoria in 1891 but by the end of the season
was living in Red Rock, OK, without an engage-
ment. The following October he died at 36 in
Guthrie, OK. (DN/DB)




Name: Earnst Burch Name: Earnest A Burch
Age: 4 Agein 1870: 14
Birth Year: abt 1856 Birth Year:  abt 1856
Gender: Male Birthplace: |Illinois
Birth Place: Illinois Dwelling Number: 184
Homein 1860: ~ Paw Paw, DeKalb, llinois Homew3870: [Paw faw, DeRalb; INUnGls
Post Office:  Paw Paw Rece it
. Gender: Male
Dwelling Number: 3136
Post Office:  East Paw Paw
Family Number: 50
Attended School: Y
Attended School:  Yes
- X Household Members: Name Age
Household Members:
Name Age Alfred W Burch 48
Alfred W Burch 39 Missia M Burch 16
Lydia Burch 34 Andrew B Burch 23
Ellen Burch 16 Earnest A Burch 14
Andrew Burch 13 Ida M Burch 12
Marcia Burch 6 Benjamin Warren 32
Earnst Burch 4 Ella Warren 30
Ida Burch 2 John Warren 13
James Chapman 15 Henry Wateen i
Martin W 2
Emma Mead 19 artin Harren
Elizabeth Mulligan 17
1860 Census 1870 Census
Name: Ernest Birch
Age: 23
Birth Date: Abt 1857
Birthplace: |llinois
Homein 1880: San Antonio, Conejos, Colorado,

Dwelling Number:
Race:

Gender:

Marital status:
Father's Birthplace:
Mother's Birthplace:
Occupation:
Neighbors:

Household Members:

1880 Census

USA

65

White

Male

Single

New York

Ohio

Broom Maker

View others on page
Name Age
Ernest Birch 23




