
 
Crawford 
Chicago 1888 
 

 
Credited with 6 games with St. Paul in 1884. 
A ‘Crawford’ is listed with two clubs in Michigan in 1889 
“George Crawford” has one MLB game in Philadelphia in 1890. 
 

   
Chicago Tribune 
September 16, 1888 

St. Paul Globe 
September 16, 1888 

Chicago Inter Ocean 
September 16, 1888 

Single game on September 15, 1888 with Chicago. 
 



 

 

 

St. Paul Globe 
September 3, 1888 

St. Paul Globe 
June 14, 1888 

St. Paul Globe 
October 10, 1888 

 

 

 

 
 Star Tribune 

October 27, 1888 
St. Paul Globe 
Nov 20, 1888 

Could this sprinter be the mysterious Crawford? 
 
  



 
Games with St. Paul in 1884: 
@ Qunicy on May 12, 1884 (per Detroit Free Press May 13) at p 
@ Qunicy on May 13, 1884 (per Detroit Free Press May 14) at 2b 
@ Grand Rapids on May 16, 1884 (per Detroit Free Press May 17) at 2b 
@ Grand Rapids on May 17, 1884 (per Detroit Free Press May 18) at 2b 
@ Muskegon on May 20, 1884 (per Detroit Free Press May 21) at cf & 2b 
@ Muskegon on May 22, 1884 (per Detroit Free Press May 23) at rf 
 

 

 

St. Paul Globe March 23, 1884 St. Paul Globe March 25, 1884 

 
… 

 

 

St. Paul Globe April 6, 1884 Globe Democrat May 13, 1884 



 
 

St. Paul Globe May 21, 1884 Game in Muskegon St. Paul Globe May 23, 1884 Game in Muskegon 

 

 
 

Galveston Daily News January 7, 1884 Galveston Daily News January 28, 1884 

  
The Dallas Daily Herald July 20, 1884 Galveston Daily News July 30, 1884 

Possibly the same G. W. Crawford who checked in at the Tremont and played in a game in 
Galveston in January. 



Per article in Dallas Daily Herald, played for St. Paul and Elgin, IL prior to playing in Dallas. 
 

 
 

 
The Worthington Advance July 7, 1887 
There was a Crawford playing for 
Worthington (Minnesota) in 1887 

 
Detroit Free Press Aug 17, 1889 
Crawford with Greenville in the Michigan 
League in 1889 

 



 
Detroit Free Press Aug 31, 1889 – Released from Greenville 
 
  



 

 
Bowie County, Texas 
 

 
Is this the right George W Crawford? 
 



 

 
Born in Louisiana, per 1910 Census 
 

 
Per 1910 Census 
 
 
 

 
Family Tree 
George: 
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/family-
tree/person/tree/120487268/person/162068513086/facts 
 
Mattie: 
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/family-
tree/person/tree/120487268/person/162068513104/facts?_phsrc=Ebc2867&_phstart=success
Source 
 

https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/family-tree/person/tree/120487268/person/162068513086/facts
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/family-tree/person/tree/120487268/person/162068513086/facts
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/family-tree/person/tree/120487268/person/162068513104/facts?_phsrc=Ebc2867&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/family-tree/person/tree/120487268/person/162068513104/facts?_phsrc=Ebc2867&_phstart=successSource
https://www.ancestrylibrary.com/family-tree/person/tree/120487268/person/162068513104/facts?_phsrc=Ebc2867&_phstart=successSource


 
 
 
  



 
 

 
BBRefID: crawfge01 
How do we know his first name was George? 
 
George Crawford with Philadelphia (AA) in 1890, 5 games per Baseball-Reference 
October 8, rf vs. Rochester 
October 9, rf vs. Rochester 
October 11, rf vs. Syracuse (DH) 
October 12, ss vs. Syracuse (Final game of season) 
All games were at home.  The previous game was October 4, a DH @ Syracuse 
 

 
Philadelphia Inquirer Oct 12, 1890 
 

 
Philadelphia Inquirer Oct 13, 1890 
 
 



 
 
Mr. Nemec, 
 
I’ve been researching the Western Association of 1888, and one of the players identified is George 
Crawford, who played one game with Chicago as a fill-in in St. Paul. This George Crawford is 
reportedly the same George Crawford who played for St. Paul several years earlier, in 1884. That 
George Crawford (from 1884 St. Paul) is George W. Crawford, who came from Texas to Minnesota, 
and after he left St. Paul in July of 1884, he returned to Texas, where Dallas and Fort Worth got into 
a dispute over who could sign him. 
 
In your book “The Rank and File of 19th Century Major League Baseball,” you wonder if George 
Crawford of the 1890 Philadelphia club was “the mysterious George Crawford from the West Coast 
that was the scourge of the Texas baseball hinterlands in the mid-1880s.” 
 
In my research into George W Crawford from Texas (who I assume is the same player that you 
referred to), I have not found anything about a West Coast connection, so I would like to learn more 



about that connection. I’m not convinced that George Crawford from the 1888 Western Association 
is the same George Crawford who played for St. Paul in 1884. Perhaps understanding more about 
the Texas player George W Crawford will help me answer that question. 
 
Any assistance you can provide will be appreciated. Thank you! 
 
Paul Winter 
St. Louis, MO 

 
 
On Jun 19, 2021, at 3:01 PM, David Nemec <philtomney@yahoo.com> wrote: 

 
Paul, 

 

Unhappily some of my early notes on Crawford were made before I ever imagined I would one day do a book 

that would include him.  Many of these notes as a result do not include a source or even when I made them. 

Thus I have nothing concrete on him that didn't appear in TR&F. 

 

However, Ray Nemec (no relation) did extensive work on the WA of the late 1880s.  I don't know what 

happened to his research legacy after his death, but it may be of some help if you're able to track it down.  Reed 

Howard is another possibility, but I expect you have already approached him and perhaps Ray's legacy as well.   

 

If Crawford indeed was from the Philadelphia area, Tom Shea may have had something on him.  Dick 

Thompson left all of Tom's work to the HOF. 

 

In any case, keep me posted.  Your work is already invaluable and I look forward to seeing more of it. 

 

Sorry I've been of so little help. 

 

David.   

 
 
 


