Jack Crooks

Jack Crooks played with St. Paul in the Northwestern League in 1887. He signed with the
Whites in early November, 1887. During spring training, he started at second base through the
first few weeks of training games. During the break between the game against the Prickley Ash
and the game against the Kansas City club, he suffered a sprain and missed the rest of the pre-
season games. Parson Nicholson moved to second base to replace him. When he returned
from his injury for the season opener, he was playing third base. Just over a week or so later,
Alcott was released, as Crooks and Nicholson became the regular starters at third and second,
respectively.

He was sold to the Omaha club on June 20, the day of the Whites’ final game, and first
appeared with Omaha on June 23. After Crooks was sold, the Whites had only eight men left
on their roster. The game on June 21 was cancelled due to rain, and on June 22, the Whites
planned to insert Jim Devlin into right field as the ninth man. Des Moines objected, and the
Whites forfeited the game. On June 23, the Whites again tried to play Devlin, and again
forfeited. The team was disbanded that evening by Chris Von der Ahe.

CHARIES CROOKS

fs 24 years of agze and comes from St, Paul, of
whicl: city Col. Wm. Crooks, his father,isa
well known and prominent cliizen. Crooks
will be one of the star cutchers of the Western
Assoclation, for last vear hus caught the very
spesdy pitcher, Sowders, on the £t.Paul Club,
the Northwestern League, and did also excel-
lent work at the batand ns 3 base runner.
Lesides his baseball attributes Crooks is one
of the most scientific sparrers in the North-
west and his Iriends there have offered to
back him for money in glove fights agninst
manyv well known professional flznters around
£t. Paul and Mipneapolis. Few of the pugs
who have seen Crooks spar, however, were
willing to meet him in & ring.



The Saint Paul Globe, November 10, 1887
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CROOKS Was released to Omaha and lefs to
Join his now team Iast night;

Globe Democrat June 21, 1888



Crooks Goes,

John Crooks, who has been covering third
bause for the Whites, was yesterday sold to
Omahag and Nicholson will go either to
Wheellag or Minneapolis. he Whites
will play their schedule for several weoks
yet. Sam Morton, who is trying to sell the
Chicago Maroons, has made every effort to-
preveut clubs from buying the Whites' fran-
chise, stating that the franchise could be
bought for nothing in a short time. Daven-
port is ready to jump in and take the pluce
of St. Louis, but rather than let the fran-
chise go for nothing, Von der Ahe proposes
‘o play his team all summer,

St. Louis Republic June 21, 1888

Star Tribune (Minneapolis) June 21, 1888 Crooks sold to Omaha.



~EASY  VICTORY.|

The Prohibitionists Easily
Defeat the St. Louis
' Whites.

JACK CROOKS SOLD TO  OMAHA.

Becond DPay's Racing at Cedar
Rapids The Lucky
Horses.

PITTSBURCH ~ WHITEWASHES  CHICAGO.

Petroit Wins from Indianapolis
and Washington from
Philadelphia,

WESTERN ASSOCIATION,

Des Moines, S: St Lounis, 7.

. [SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE TRIBUNE. |
Sr. Lovis, Mo., June 2. —The Whites re-
turned this morning from their disastrous
trip through the Northwest and in the after-
noon met the Des Moines club at Sports-
man's park. Joe Murphy, the reporter,
pitehed under the alias of Farquhar, and
would have won* the game had he been
properly supported. Kenyon attempted to
play second base but made a wmiserable fail-
ure, mufting three tlies in sucecession. In
the first and second innings the visitors made
eight runs by Halliday, Macullar, Shafer
and Vandyke and errors by Crooks and
Kenyon. The Whites made four in the
fourth on doubles by Nicholson and Arun-

del and singles of Dolan and Kenyon., The
Des Moines team was never able to score
after the second inning. Hogan, the um-
pire, gave the game to the visitors in the
ninth inning by a decision that almost re-
sulted in a riot, He gave the Whites the
worst of it in every decision. Crooks has
been sold to Omaha and Nieholson will

probably go to Minneapolis, Score:
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& Omaha, 6: lKansas City, 1,
~ [SPECIAL DISPATCH TO THE TRIBUNE.]
Kaxsas Ciry, Mo., June 23— Lovell's
pitching was a frifle too much for the hom*
team, they securing but three hits off his
speedy delivery. Following is the score:

“Kansas City— R B O A ¥ RB OAE
. 'bo m 0 ‘ l .ﬂ ..... l l

| #s... 0 - 1 1
& R non, ss..\1 0

Rt o 1 1 0 Crooks) 2b..... ‘l,
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Star Tribune June 2.4, 1888




Second Baseman Charles Crooks.

Charies Crooks, the expert second baseman
of the Columbus club, has been a professional
ball player for the past three years. He was
born Nov. 9, lw,inst.hnl.lmn. His first
was gained while
a student at college
in Racine, Wis,
His first profes-
sional engage-
ment was in 18S6
with the Minneap-
olis team. At the
end of the season .
bhe ranked first in 3
the official aver-
ages as third base-
man. In 1887 he
covered second base
for the St. Paul
club and ranked sixth in the batting aver-
ages of the Northwestern league. During
the latter part of the season of 1888 he played
second base for the Omaha club of the West-
ern association. He staid with the Omabas
during the season of 1880, playing in ninety-
mgumu,andbdngcndltodwithdm
uns, twelve three base hits and fifteen
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Topeka Daily Capital 26 Jan 1890



Omaha Daily Bee Oct 23, 1892

BASE BALL.

One telegram states that Fred Pfeffer has
signed to captain and play second base for
Loulsville at a salary of $6,000 a year, while
anuther claims that he has gone there to
open a saloon, The former 1is more likely to

be true. It has been stated in telegrams
sent from St. Louls to outside newspapers
that President Von der Ahe clalmed to have
signed PfefTer. 7This statement is not cor-
rect. While the St. Louls President wanted
Pfeffer, he has never claimed to have signed
him, but, on the other hand, has al-
ways  denled having secured him.
He says President Hart of Chicago
offered to trade him Pleffer for
sStricker, but afterwards refused to make the
deal, demanding Glasscock In exchange for
the second baseman. This trade the St. uls
magnate refused to make. Jack Crooks has
now been signed to cover second base for the
Browns and ag effort will be made to ex-
change Stricker for a pitcher, as St. Louls is
badly in need of twirlers.

YALE WITHDRAWS.

Post-Dispatch Jan 18, 1892

Base Ball Briefs,

Jack Crooks will winter lu St. Louls with
his wife aud sister.




¥V ASNIUNLOND OnN N1y anvoe,

Jack Crooks has murried an Alton, Ill.,

rl, and moved ioto a brown stoue front iu

t. Louis for the winter wonths. Inthe |,

meantimo Jack will keep books i1n the Taira | |

National bank over there, Yes he will, t

Captain Charlle Comiskey, savs the Cin- | g
Omaha Daily Bee Oct 30, 1892

EVENINEg at .1 0O Clork,

H Manager Barnes has signed for the Min-
neapolis baseball team Jack Crooks, the &
| well-known heavy-hitting second baseman,
and Frazer, a Chlcago crack player.

| Eckhard Umbach. colporteur of the
Star Tribune April 10, 1894

Contracts and Releases

WASHINGTON. April 17.—Secr
| nounces the following baseba
| 1804:

With Louisviile—W. M. Earle,
| With Boston—C. A. Nichols.
' With New York—Amos Rusie
James S:.afford.

Released —By Boston, Henry (C

St. Louls, Charles J. Crooks. [
M. Earle.

The Inter Ocean 18 April 1894
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tter | digsbandment he guarded second base for
ball | the Omaha club of the same organization,
jon, | He continued with the Omaha in 1889,
the | when he played 8 champlonship games,
not | and was credited with 16 home runs, 12
| triple baggers and 15 double baggers. Be-
fore thal season closed his release was
bought by the (vlumbus club and he re-
malned with that club until the consolidn-
ion of the Amevican Assoclation and Na-

: ol ugue, when Von der Ahe's Browns
a contract from him and he re.
e with that club until he came to

Star 'i'ribur;e 31 Dec 1894

Wil DV NMUSNTAATL, =—lLxTUnang=,

“Jack Crooks {8 a cute cuss, and the man
who separates him from his money is a
‘beaut,” " remarked Perry Werden., *“Jack
and his wife are regular attendants at a
North St. Louls church. Recently a pastor
announced, Jyst before the plate was
pagsed, that the coliection of the day would

e BBl e AR . iV B o ul | P PR N | -

Star Tribune Feb 18, 1896
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CROOKS TURNED DOWN.

Released by Von der Abhe, He Is Back
Once More in the Western League.

Jack Crooks, released by Chris Von

der Ahe, has returned ta the burg of his
baseball infamcy. When Chris handed
Jack a ticket of leave in 8St. Louis on
Saturday Jack flashed his calciam light
visage on Earl W.{m and asked for an-
other echance in ashington. Earl de-
clined and Jack wired his old manager
Tom Loftes. who lmmediately signed
the man with the man-in-the-moon vis-

age. .
ack will plav up to the gait of the
estern League, and always was a fav-

orite in Columbus. Crooks has been in

and out of the League and Association
l':wm.qm.““& — d baseman
as secon

of the 8St. Louais Whites of the Western

Association, in "S7, when Chris Von der

Abe had the Whites as a side show to the

Comiskey Browuns. J:.k:

|

Buffalo Enquirer July 9, 1898
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Sioux City Journal 19 Mar 1899

540K (ROOKS HERE

FORMER PRIDE OF LOWER TOWN
DALL FIELDGS PAYS ST,
PPAUL A ViISIT

NEW AMERICAN A WINNER |

G ——

That Is the Prediction of Mr, Crooks,
Cigar Salesman, Hased on a Long
Faperience on the Professional
Dimwnond=Ths SNatlonnl Leazue
Ilaus Heen Plazing the Hog Too

Long.

“WwWell, Charley Crooks, as I llve,” ex-
cla'med Judge Fzan, cordially., as he ex-
tended nis hand to a stalwart yvoung fellow
on Bast Fourth street yesterday, the in-
dividual thes greeted being none other

St. Paul Globe 24 Sep 1899
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M‘n:fer Shannon was elated over to-
day’'s victory and is confident that if he
can get his infield straightened out the
Bisons will ecrawl up the percentage
ladder. Andrews is out of . the game
with sore eves which were made worse
by his permittting a cure-all barber to
drop some medicine in his lamps that
was too strong. Shannon received the
welcome news today that Jack Crooks
will leave St. Louis tounight to join the
Buffalos and will probably make his
debut at second base in tomorrow's
game. -
Buffalo Courier Jun 8, 1900

JBTEE BWLEIU unuUs,

Jack Crooks, who was engsged to 1::
serve as Captain of the Alton Blues
has signed with the Buffalo, N. Y., ‘
team and will not play with the Altons | at
It 18 not known who wil) takehis place | ds

with the Blues. we

ik fa

Mr. and Mrs. John Lock are on| n,
Alton Evening Telegraph June 9, 1900

Crooks played for the Alton club in 1899 and 1900
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Buffalo Morn‘ing ExpressIm 18,-1900

Jack Crooks has not been to the
Western Le e standard, and news
that he wo sever his comnnection with
the Buffalo team, by request, did not
surprise very many people. Crooks has
been batting at about only .100, and this
As far from what he ought to do. Ather-
ton on second will be a tower of strength
and an invaluable aid to Jay Anduw-i
who will eertainly Klny the game righ
if the man close to him has any life, and
Atherton certainly has life.

Buffalo Courier June 18, 1900

——




(. |1t was organized, and is reputed to be
n’, one of the luckiest and surest heavy
I- | bitters on the team at critical times,
Ky | will be superceded toworrow by Fraok
g’ | Pears at fiest base. At second a blank
i | is left as it is not knowa who will hod
1w | down the second hag. Jack Crooks,
10 | who has played with the Blues before,
21 | und bas left the Buffalo teum, may be
as | induced o play with the Blues and
n- | cover his ald+stronghold where he bas

" {yade sueh a good record for hiwsell.

fiu The line-up for the gume will be:
he | Altons. St. Charles.

ed | Swin, ¢ Winklemeyer
Alton Evening Telegraph June 23, 1900 S

—

Second Baseman Jack Crooks has been
yeleased by the Buffalo club, as he was ounly
slgned to fill in by Manager Shannou.
Atherton has fllled the vacancy.

Star Tribune Jun 24, 1900

WEWT .

Jack Crooks, recently released by Buf-
talv. i3 back in S5t. Louls getting his cigar
samples ready for a trip among the ven-
ders of tbe wu.
StarTrlbuneJuIy 15 1900

M o o N e



It is expected that second base will b2
covered by another old time local star,
none other than *‘Jack' Crooks, in-h's
time the king of all second basemen, and
{ with the bat scarcely second to Werden.
Crooks, who has heen selling cigars of
late vears, has kept In training to some
extent, and plaved fast second at Alton,

Q 111, w_lqnn two years, '

a - AR SR Ty N e L. s A . L TR
Saint Paul Globe Dec 16, 1900 — Referring to the St. Paul club
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| WERDEN AND CROOKS
' LEAVE ST. PAUL TEAM

A shake-up took place last night in the
St. Paul baseball team. Perry Werden,

formerly first baseman for Minneapolls, but
this year playing In the sa.ue capacity for
the Salnts, is to go to Des Molnes in com-
pany with Jack Crooks, who has played
second base in the team this season.

In exchange the Saluts get Lippert, who
has some pitching qualities and is also an
outfielder, and O’ n::‘ll. for some time fArst
baseman for Des nes.

The local -hnko-z will put Dillard, who
has played center field, on first base, the
plan being to have LI t take Dillard’'s
glaco in the field. O'Conell has not yet

e mnnlicendl amA amdll sdaw an tha hanah
Star Tribune June 15, 1901
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TACK RIS ') kR '0 P reports. refuss
Jlumond with 1 ' Werden T ! that wi
WA | 1N 1 (1 rYmmark thont Jack
rsl ntoa 1 \l ! mmiform, bt Crool refuses (o |

will not loin the tall ender All this Is very il news.

Star Tribune June 19, 1901
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§|  Jack Crooks Is a Miller

Jack Crooks is to be a miller again after chasing other fortunes for seven
The last time he wore & miller uniform was in 1894 and he says that he plays }
good a game as he did then. In his long baseball career Crooks' work has
ed by an aggressiveness m.mummmmzmmm«
most popular players produced by the national game. He plays as hard in t}
as in the first and works with as much purpose in defeat as in victory.
the games in which the veteran has been seen in Minneapolis he played
d time form. His quarrel with Perry Werden hampered his work in St. Paul,
er, and the row resulted in both being traded to Des Moines.

Crooks will play first base and will captain the team. Jack will doubtless

a clever first baseman. It is not as fast a position as second base where Jack f0)
held forth, nor so difficult a position to fill. Not many hits come that way a1
guardian i{s not expected to cover as much ground as the other basemen as
dangerous for him to get far from the sack at any time. The need of a capabl
captain has long been felt. President Beall thinks that he has the man he wa
Crooks. The veteran certainly knows the game, is aggressive and full of enthu
The team is trotting along at a good gait. Catcher Donahue has strengthe
very materially by his general headwork and his base rupning. His hitting 1s
to the .300 mark. It is believed that Rohe If he ever becomes a miller will prc
equally valuable man.

Four of the regular team are batting over .300—Brashear, Belden, Congaltc
Cockman in the order named; the popular second baseman having an average o
McCredle is sixth on the list with 282, McConnell is .266 and the others trail

4

Sigg

Minneapolis Journal June 22, 1901



Star Tribune June 23, 1901






Star Tribune June 27, 1901
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Tebeau May Play
in Benefit Game

for Jack Crookl{

The committee in charge of .r-~

rangements for the grand benefit
baseball game to be tendered Jack
Crooks, famous second baseman of
the old St Louis Browns, reports that
the advance sale of tickets indicates
the game will be well attended, and
that the stricken athlete will receive
a sum of money far in excess of any
sum ever collected at a benefit of this
character in . Louis Y

The committee is comprised of
Oliver Patrick Tebeau, former base-
ball star and manager of the first
ball star and manager of the first Car-
dinal team to represent St. Louils in
the National League; Jack Powell
former star moundman for the St
Louls Browns: Count Henry Hoffman,
and Prince Harry Fisher. The game
will be plaved at Robison Field, Wede
nesday afternoon, June 23,

Efforts are being made by friends
and admirers of Tebeau, Powell and
Bobby Wallace to Yave the three vet-
erans appear in the line-up for one of
the contesting teams. Tebeau has not
been seen in a baseball uniform since
the day he resigned in favor of John
McGraw and quit baseball. Grande
stand tickets for the benefit game are
selling at 50 cents each,




St. Louis Star and Times June 7, 1915
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Crooks, Veteran
Player of 1890
Browns, Is Dead

Follows Years of Suffering

From Elephantiasis.

.  Charles J. Crooks, known as “Jack”
SAamong the thousands of old time fans
'who saw him play as a member of

|
|
|

' the Browns of 1889-18%0, died yester-]

'day at the St. Louils Insane Asyvium. !
Crooks for several years had suffered |
from an affliction known as elephan- |
tiasis and welgheg over 300 pounds.

‘ For several years prior to his death
~he hag been unable to work as a
salesman, in which capacity he had
| been engaged since quitting the ball
field.

' Widow Survives Him.

' Crooks was a second baseman and
' made his first big big for fame with/|
' the St. Louis Whites in the Western |
T.eague, The Whites played at the;
Browns park when the Browns were |
on the road. Tn 1888 he joined the.

Browns.
The Whites, under the management‘

" of the veteran Tom lL.oftus, developedf
three other stars, Crooks, Harry Sti-

!
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Death of Old Second Baseman -
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Post-Dispatch

Charles J Crooks

BIRTH unknown
DEATH 2 Feb 1918
BURIAL Valhalla Cemetery

Bel-Nor, St. Louis County, Missouri, USA
PLOT Adult/2/618
MEMORIAL ID 186151926 - View Source

SHARE © SAVETO  SUGGEST EDITS

MEMORIAL PHOTOS @) FLOWERS )

Gravesite Details 52yrs 2mos 24dys



CROOKS—On Saturday, ¥Feb, 2. 1018,
: es Jack Croks,

dearly beloved hus-
ch Crooks (nee Iim-

eral from William F. Pasche-
1, 2825 North Grand ave-
= b, at 2 p. m. Mo-
flowers,
inn.) papers please copy.

Post-Dispatch Feb 4, 1918




