
 

Jerry McCormick 
 
Jerry McCormick was signed in the fall of 1887 after playing with Toronto in 1887.  He had 
previously played in the majors with Baltimore of the American Association in 1883, and then 
Philadelphia and Washington in the Union Association in 1884.  McCormick started every pre-
season game for the Whites in center field except for the last one of their trip in Dubuque 
(where he started at 3b, with Hines in center field).  Prior to the game on opening day, he fell in 
the outfield during pre-game practice and wrenched his shoulder so badly that he was going to 
miss a month.  The Globe Democrat reported on May 4 that he was released along with Pete 
Sommers.  He signed with Easton in early June and had a successful season with them. 
 
An article in the Sporting News on May 9 presents an expanded version of the story: 
“McCormack, the Whites centre fielder, has been released.  It was the intention of Manager 
Loftus to release Mac as soon as the club returned from its recent trip up North, and his name 
was omitted from the score card in last Saturday’s game.  Mr. Loftus told him that he was not to 
play that afternoon, but McCormack put on his uniform and went onto the field to practice with 
the balance of the team.  He was out in centre, and a long fly being knocked out there, he made 
the attempt to get it, and in doing so slipped and fell on his shoulder and slivered his shoulder 
blade.  One of the best surgeons in the city was called in to attend to the man, and President 
Von der Ahe paid the doctor’s bill.” 
 
It seems odd that McCormick would start every pre-season game at a position as critical as 
center field, and then be released right as the season started.  The Globe-Democrat lists him as 
starting in center field in the lineup published for the game on April 28, with Hines in right and 
Burch in left.  That lineup also included Beckley, Nicholson, Herr and Alcott as the infield.  
Crooks ended up starting at third base, with Kenyon in center after the injury to McCormick.  
McCormick, one of the more experienced players signed in the off-season, never played in a 
regular season game.  Whether he would have had he not gotten hurt is unknown. 
 
Spring stats for the Whites 

Date Opponent Pos. AB R BH 2B 3B HR SB BB K 

3/25/1888 Browns cf 4 0 0    0   
3/27/1888 Browns cf 4 0 0    0   
3/28/1888 Browns cf 4 1 1 1   0   
3/29/1888 Browns cf 4 0 1    0   
4/1/1888 Prickly Ash cf 4 1 2 1   0   
4/7/1888 Browns cf 4 0 2    0   
4/8/1888 Browns cf 4 1 1    0   

4/12/1888 Kansas City cf 4 1 1       
4/15/1888 Browns cf 4 1 0    0   
4/16/1888 Bloomington cf 5 1 0    0   



4/17/1888 Bloomington cf 4 1 0       
4/18/1888 Bloomington cf 4 1 0       
4/19/1888 Peoria cf 4 1 1       
4/20/1888 Peoria cf 3 1 0       
4/21/1888 Davenport cf 3 0 0    0   
4/22/1888 Davenport cf 4 0 0    0   
4/23/1888 Rockford cf 4 1 2       
4/24/1888 Rockford cf 5 1 1    0   
4/25/1888 Dubuque cf 4 0 0    0   
4/26/1888 Dubuque 3b 2 0 0    0   

Totals (3 G) 78 12 12 2 0 0 0 0 0 

HBP: 1; recorded 32 putouts with 3 assists and 1 error 
 
 

 
 
 

 
The Sun (New York NY), November 20, 1887 
 



 
Globe Democrat game report April 29, 1888 for game May 28, 1888 
 
 

 
St. Louis Republican, Monday, April 29, 1888 
 
 
 

 
Globe Democrat May 4, 1888 
 
 



 
The Sporting Life May 9, 1888 
 

 
The Buffalo Commercial May 9, 1888 
 
 
 

 
Democrat and Chronicle (Rochester NY) May 13, 1888 
 
 



 
Wilkes-Barre Times Leader 2-June-1888 
 
 
 



 
Anaconda Standard May 14, 1892 – Not sure if this is Jerry McCormick 
 
 


