Frank Nicholas
Sioux City 1888

Frank Nicholas

Positions: Catcher and Rightfielder
Bats: Unknown + Throws: Unknown
Full Name: Frank F. Nicholas

Register Batting share&more v  Glossan

Year Age AgeDif Tm Lg Lev Aff G P2
1884  -- York KEYA N/A

1887 2 Teams SOUL N/A 83 34
1887 - Nashville SOUL N/A

1887 - Charleston SOUL N/A

1888 - Sioux City WA A 26
1888 - Charleston SOUL N/A 35
1889  -- Evansville CISL N/A 78
18590 2 Teams ATLA N/A 42 15
1890  -- Washington ATLA N/A 37
1890 - Wilmington ATLA N/A 5
1891 -- Manchester NENL N/A

1893 - York PASL N/A 12
Year Age AgeDif Tm Lg Lev Aff G PA
Minors (1 season) Minors 26 9
Other (7 seasons) Other 250 B1
All Levels (7 Seasons) 276 90

Franklin Frederick Nicholas

BIRTH 14 Nov 1861
Pennsylvania, USA
DEATH 4 Jul 1930 (aged 68)

Springettsbury Township, York County, Pennsylvania, USA
BURIAL Prospect Hill Cemetery

York, York County, Pennsylvania, USA
MEMORIAL ID 101707111 - View Source
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Base Ball. ‘ g
"I On Friday afternoon last a_game of base | &
ball was played on the Association grounds |,
here between the Westminster First Nine and

the Excelsior Club of Baltimore. The follow- | ;¢
ing is the score: »
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Democratic Advocate (Westmmster MD) June 7, 1884



WESTMINSTER BATTING AND FIELDING RECORD.
The following is the batting and fielding
av of Westminster Base 1 Club, not
including the Littlestown game on last Friday,
the highest possible average being 1,000:
BATTING RECORD. FIELDING RECORD.
MR oot s ..393 | Houseman...........988
Houseman...........273 m.....,......

Nicholas.............235 riscoll...... Weda
Gist....... o B S <281 | Miller..ccoeeee oenee

Driscoll...............214 | Bankard. .........
Bankard...... .......182 | Anders...............T80
ARRIE.L.ooseocs consre 173 | Clabaugh............T14
ADBOEE. ooees correoses JAB | AWBIY, o ocecsseccrnen
Clabaugh............ 116 J OREER o icinsoseiseiosnss

*No chances offered.

Democratic Advocate (Westminster MD) August 2, 1884

' _.; wmm.\"sm; e
' AB| R |BH|PO| A | E
MINer. 5. 8 renrreree 4 2 2 2 3 0
Nicholas, e. .| 4 0 1 7 2 2
Houseman, .| 4 0 0 1 6 0
Clabaugh.2b......| 4 0 0 0 0 3
Anders, e L.......... 1 1 1 1 1 0
Bankert, 3 b........ 3 0 1 1 2 0
Dorsey, 1. f.......... i 0 0 1 0 0
Morclock, r. 1. 1 0 0 1 0 0
I 0T Wit 3 1 1 {1 0 1 '
Total.............. 4 le |mlule
LITTLESTOWN -
AB| R |BH|PO| A E
Zecker, 8. S.onnee 5 0 2 0 1 0
Sweitzer, 3 b........| & 1 2 0 1 1
Greer,ce. f.. .15 2 2 1 0 0
Cantz, c... .. 5 1 0 7 3 0
Byers, 2 b... .| 4 0 1 2 0 1
ORERE, Piovesacissrre 1 1 1 0 |10 0
Speakman, L. 1. 1 0 - 1 0 0
itchel, 1 b......... 3 1 0 16 0 0
o ACERR i 0 0 0 0 0
BORRL s irevorerotort 39 G 10 | 27 | 18 | 2
SCORE BY INNINGS,
* et o § 24 Al @i 4t 21 a1l 21 @1 Gl W

Democratic Advocate (Westminster MD) August 16, 1884
" The Westminster laceball “cluh has heen |
corganized for the season with the following

Cnine: William Switzer, pitcher; Frank F. |
| Nicholas. eatcher; I M. Clabaugh, Willinm |
!lt, Anders, C. Robt. Miller, E. D, Greer, |
Johin Driseoll, Granville Bankard, Harvey
CZepp The nine consists of the s ome mem- |
Cbers as lust kesson with the exception of |
 Switzer wnd Zepp. The club will possibly i
go into the Marviand Lengue. |

Catoctin Clarion (Mechanicstown .MD) May 14, 1885



Frauk F. Nicholas, oune of the catchers on

Westminster Club, has signed with_ the
tll::wrenoe Egl.:;.) Clnl'), of the Eastern New

nd League. This club won the pennant
ll;:l:tgls:uon. icholas had a batting average
of .343 last season, and a fielding record of
,083. He was in demand, havm o}l‘en fr&::

and Binghamton, N. Y., from

(l)l.e:;‘:olium wd‘:l.her clubs. Driscoll, one
of the Westminster pitchers, goes to Chatta-
nooga, Tenn., next season.

LR S S | o e

Democratic Advocate (Westrﬁinster MD) January 16, 1886

" Manager Bradley has just signed F.
F. Nicholss, a catcher |
MDWA&. id..'h *m

season. He is also after

Nashville Banner February 5, 1887
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CATCHER FRANK F, NICHOLAS,
The Nashville Tennessean February 7, 1887



Memphis Avalanche August 20, 1887

The Democratlc Advocate (Westmmster Maryland) Apr|I 14 1888
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Vicholas, the newly linod utchor
m York. Pa.,and who had

yporte Boibol in eﬂou
“ C., was bebind the plnto
~was viewed with critical curi-
There was nothing in his

day to call startling or t.
'howunatin form for work.
wing to bases was unreliable

was not a
or confidence. mmh-
At.thobalﬂ ﬂilod

- . - e — .

Sioux CltyJournaI July 31, 1888




It is understood that Phelan and
Nicholas are to be released. Brosnan,
the second baseman of Minneapolis, has
signed with Sioux City. eber and
Moolic, a battery from New Orleans,
have also signed and Moolic has reported
for duty. :

Sioux City Journal, August 16, 1888

Nicholas has been released snd the
new manager is expected to trim the

unnecessary expenses off. :
Sioux City Journal, August 29, 1888

E-T"y Vv wewase .
BASE BALL NOTTS.

@ The meeting of the board of directors
with Manager Powell last evening was
to talk over the necessary changes to
finish the season with credit. Nicholas
will be paid off to-day and a coupie of
others will segure walking papers in a
day or two. - Another new player is
booked and will report in a few days.
There is going to be straight work un-
der Powell or else somebody will feel
the weight of fines. Rank exhibitions
of playing from men who are known to
be reliable when they wish to be will be
promptly met by punishment. Patrons
of the game are not going to be hippo-
dromed if the managers can prevent it,
and they think they can./ |,

Mha caciac oL afry____¢ __ o __o _

Sioux City Journal, August 30, 1888
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Uy 8 CULVODL IU VUGBV UBTVwive vy
4 opponents. The batting was
‘Jively at times, and Sioux City again
led at the stick, but the same misfor-
tune of getting the hits scattered, while
~ the visitors hit with greater effect, pur-
sued the game through to the end.
. Powell, Sneed and Brosnan played a
bardsome game with the stick and in
‘the fieid, and Nicholas—who, by the
way, is not to be released after consid-
eration—surprised the natives by base
shrowing and Dbatting that was
gant. He hbhad the satisfaction |'
tossing Mr. Haw the [*
spriater, out at second with the as-
' gistance of Brosnan. ® Genins -tillker: ;
up his bungling work in center, and t
ia comine to the front. **What |/

Sioux City Journal, August 31, 1888
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Sioux City Journal, October 2, 1888
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Sioux City Journal October 5, 1888




St. Paul Globe March 24, 1889
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Indianapolis Journal June 30, 1889

e

Baltimore Sun February 17, 1890 :



FORMER BASEBALL STh

£ 15 CLAMED BY DE

20| FRANKLIN F. NICHOLAS, wi
te| PLAYED IN MANY LEAGUES,

e EXPIRES SUDDENLY

-\ RECORD AS HE WROTE p
k.

th

Franklin F. Nicholas, former star
baseball catcher of Southern, Wes:.
| ern, Atlantic, New Engzland, Stata
ss | and other leagues, died suddenly a:
d | 4:20 o'clock yesterday morning at
5. | his home, 31 North Oxford stree:
ie | East York. Death was ciused 1
n | Paralysis. Dr. L. U. Zech, ecounty
t. | coroner, issued the death-certifieats
e | In addition to his widow, Anna )\"
e. | Nicholas, the deceased, who was &
n, | Years old, leaves a =on, Frank Nig}.
t- | olas, and a daughter, Mrs. Ethan A,
-Deckman, both of this city, and =eVen
¢+ | grandchildren.

Frank F. Nicholas was famous a3
A.| a catcher and fielder in the eighties
of | and the early nineties. During tha
D.| period he played on many leazue and
«.| independent teams. As a youth a
ar| was a woodworker. Born in York, ha
\v| Played on amateur teams here anj
a1 his abllity as a catcher soon recelved
»d | recognition. He was engaged as a
1d | cateher on the first Yaerk team of the
n, first professional baseball league thas
rt| Pennsylvania ever had. The games
of| then were played on the old fais
ground on East King street.

- Several years ago Nicholas wrote
es| @ very concise record of his hasebelj
¢! career. This was given to his son,
-.| Who was told to have it published
at| after the father's death. This s
the story as written by the oncs
e famous professional ball player,

v, Played in Many Leagues

“In the years of 1884 and 1885 [
caught all the games for the West.
minster, Md.,, independent cluh,
champion of Maryland, defeating
such clubs as William Barnles' Bai-
M| timore club with Bob Emsley and
| Sam Trott as the batteries. In 186
st| we defeated the Washington, D. O,
ae| National league club at Washington
and also defeated York, Pa.. club,
then champion of the Middle States
league. \
= In 1886 I caught 87 &onsecutiva
¥.| games for the Manchester, N. H,
7| club, an independent organization
iil| We defeated all the strongest elubs
p-{of New England.” In 1887 I'caught
- 102 games for the Nashville, Tenn,
st club, champions of the Southern

league.

N “George W. Bradley was the man-
ager of the Nashville club. My bat-
ting average was .391 and flelding
average .984. In 1888 I caught nearly
x | all the games for the Charleston, &
C.. Southern league club, until if

(Continued on Page Fifteen)
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115 CLAMED BY DEATH

the season
Sfoux City for 1889 and was

FORMER BASEBALL STAR

(Continued From Last Page)

disbanded July 4, 1888. T then fin- |
ished with

1
with Sioux City, Jowa, in the
The Southern and

of 1888 I was

handsomely for them that
privilege. I caught all the games in
1888 and I ranked among the leading
catchers of the Western league.

“Owing to a dispute in salary I
did not go to Sioux City for the 1889
season. But In that season I caught
nearly all the games for Evansville,
Ind., club of the Interstate league.
That was one of the speediest
leagues in my experience as a pro-
feasional baseball player. Walter

by was the

“Harry Smith, manager of the
Springfield, Iil, cilub of the Inter-
state league, wanted to bet any
amount of money that I could throw
the bases with any catcher in the
country. Buck Ewing, of New York,
was the best In those days. Smith
barred no one. Not even Buck

Ewing. i

“In 1890 I caught and played right
fleld for Ted Sullivan’s Washington,
D. C,, team of the Al league.

“In 1891 I caught all the games
for the Manchester, N, H., club, of
the New England league. We
landed in second place in the league
that season.

Managed York Team

“In 1892 I caught all the games
and managed successfully the York
Independent club. 1In 1893 1 caught
all the games for Willlam Steven’s
York club of the State league. The
club failed, for lack of patronage.
The same year I umpired some of
the State league games, The posi-

clined with thanks. In the same
year Willlam Sharsig wanted me to
help Charlle Snyder to do the catch-
ing for the York club of the State
league. York was one of the strong-
est clubs of the league. I 'refused
Sharsig’s offer.”
“FRANK F. NICHOLAS."

Frank F. Nicholas was a man of
genial nature and upright character.
A clean liver and hard worker in
and out of baseball, managers point-
ed him out as a model. He did not
belleve in loafing between seasons
like 80 many base ball players of his
time and since, but always engaged
in business or employment of some
kind in the wintdr.

Whereever he played ball Nicholas
was the idol and ideal of the small
boy. Trade In catchers’ gloves for
kiddies always toock on a spurt
where he played behind the bat,

He was one of the eoolest headed,
unostentatious players who ever
held the catcher's position. He neyer
became excited and refused to waste
time In argument when disputes
troke out in the course of a game.
Silent, sure of himself and never
rattied, in action behind the bat his
precision was such that he resembled
a catching machine. *

Early in his professional career
Frank Nicholas married a York
woman, Miss Annie Martin. He
made a devoted husband and father.
Ile bought a home in York to which
he retired at the end of his baseball
career when he took up landscape
gardening. The retired bal! player
was esteemed as a good citizen.
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The York Dispatch (York PA) July 5, 1930




Family Members
Parents

George Nicholas
1827-1894

Catharine Beck Nicholas
1824-1916

Siblings

Henry A Nicholas
1852-1922

Sarah C Atchley
1855-1940

Eliza P Nicholas Weidman
1857-1912

Spouse

PSS Anna K. Martin Nicholas
N 1862-1944 (m, 1883)

Children

Franklin Frederick Henry Nicholas
1895-1964



