
 

Fred Nyce 
 
Fred Nyce played for various team in Pennsylvania and Ohio in 1887, starting with the club in 
Reading, PA.  When that team disbanded in July, he joined the team in Columbus, OH.  The Sun 
(New York) reports that Von der Ahe signed Nyce and Pete Sommers on December 10, 1887, 
along with returning catcher Jack Boyce, while on a trip to the east coast to attend Association 
meetings.  (Von der Ahe also traded several players from the core of the 1887 Browns during 
this trip in a series of deals that effectively dismantled his three-peat championship club.)  Nyce 
was signed to pitch for the Browns, but he ended up with the Whites very quickly in Spring 
Training. 
 
On the Whites’ Spring Training road trip, Nyce pitched in a three-man rotation with Staley and 
Sommers until the final game of the trip, when he played in the outfield.  He played center field 
on May 1 in the second game of the season, and then moved to the mound for his first start of 
the season on May 10.  The St. Louis Republican reports “Nyce, who is still suffering from a sore 
arm, was put in to pitch for the Whites, and his delivery was wild and erratic.”  After this start, 
Nyce and Staley were the only starters for the remainder of the season (save two games in late 
May). 
 
After the Whites disbanded, Nyce headed back east, where he signed on with Hamilton of the 
International Association.  He played with Burlington of the Central Interstate League in 1889, 
and then Dallas in the Texas League in 1890.  With Dallas he is credited with a 1-6 record, but 
an ERA of 1.69 in 8 games (52 innings).  There is no other record for Fred Nyce in professional 
baseball after 1890. 
 

 
Middletown Orange County Times Press January 31, 1913 
 



 
Middletown Orange County Times on Tuesday Feb 4, 1913. 
 

 
Find A Grave 
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Middletown Daily Argus April 14, 1885.  Goodfellow is Mike Goodfellow, who played with the 
Browns in 1887 and Cleveland in 1888. 
 
 
 
 



 
Reading Times Jan 17, 1887 
 
 

 
The Times (Philadelphia) January 23, 1887 
 



 
Middletown Daily Argus  March 14, 1887 
 
 

 
The Sunday Leader (Wilkes-Barre) June 5, 1887 – Still with Reading 



 
 

 
Reading Times July 15, 1887 Nyce relieves Chapman 
 



 
The News Journal (Wilmington) July 18, 1887  Reading disbands; Nyce to Columbus 
 

 
The Sun (New York) Dec 10, 1887 
 



 
Davenport Times 13 Feb 1888 
 

 
St. Louis Post-Dispatch February 20, 1888 
 



 
Rochester Democrat and Chronicle  July 3 1888 
 

 
The Buffalo Times July 6, 1888 
 
 



 
Buffalo Morning Express July 7, 1888 
 

 
Buffalo Morning Express 21 July 1888 
 

 
Buffalo Evening News July 25, 1888 
 



 
The Times (Philadelphia) July 31, 1888 
 

 
Democrat and Chronicle (Rochetsre) Aug 19, 1888 
 



 
Democrat and Chronicle Aug 24, 1888 
 

 
Buffalo Morning Express Aug 26, 1888 
 
 



 
Chicago Tribune April 5, 1889 – Fred Nyce has a contract with Burlington 
 

 
Chicago Tribune May 11, 1889 
 



 
Chicago Tribune May 17, 1889 
 

 
The Sporting News June 8, 1889, from posting dated May 28 from Burlington. 

 

 
Chicago Tribune June 13, 1889 – Several box scores in May 1889 



 

 
Morning Democrat June 23, 1889 
 
 

 
The Sporting News June 29, 1889, from posting dated June 26 from Burlington. 
 
 



 
Quad City Times July 5, 1889 (July 4th DH Game 1) 
 
 



 
The Times of Philadelphia July 18, 1889 
 
 
“Manager Holland of the Dallas (Texas) club has signed… pitcher Fred Nyce of Port Jervis, NY.”  Buffalo 
Courier Dec 25, 1889 
 
Numerous other reports that he joined the Dallas team in January/February of 1890. 
 
“Fred Nyce, the crack pitcher of the Hudson River League, has joined the Dallas (Tex) team.” St. Paul 
Globe March 30, 1890 
 
Nyce was pounded in a loss to Houston, in which he shifted to 2b during the game. – Fort Worth Daily 
Gazette April 12, 1890 
 
Nyce umpired a game between Dallas and Fort Worth.  (No league umpires were available.) – Fort 
Worth Daily Gazette April 4, 1890 
 



Nyce lost to Galveston 6-0 on April 15, 1890. 
 
Lost to Galveston 7-1 on May 4, 1890.  Won a game against the Panthers on May 12, 1890.  Lost a game 
against Waco on May 16, 1890.  Lost to Austin on May 21, 1890.  There were rumors the Dallas team 
would fold in the article on the May 21 game. 
 
This is the next mention of Fred Nyce after the loss on May 21, 1890: 

 
 Middletown Times-Press June 10, 1890 
There is an additional mention of Fred Nyce playing for Port Jarvis in the Middletown paper in June 
1890. 



 
Middletown Times-Press June 13, 1890 
 
“Nyce” appears in the box score playing 3b for the Keystone against Doyletown in the Philadelphia 
Enquirer July 13, 1890.  No first name given.  He appears again on July 20, 1890, per the Times of 
Philadelphia.  There is a “Nyce” playing right field for the ACSN team on August 24, 1890 (The Times), 
and again on August 29, 1890. 
 
 



 
Nyce shows up in left field and pitching for the Port Jervis team against the Assylums  Sept 29, 1890 
(Middleton-Times). 
 
 
Information from 1891: 
A “Nyce” played for Riverton in 1891, including against Camden in the game to determine the 
champions of New Jersey in October, 1891 
 
A “Nyce” played for Highland in July 1891.  The Time (Philadelphia) July 24, 1891 and July 28, 1891. 
 
A “Nyce” played lf for Tacony against Bristol on September 9, 1891 (Bucks County Gazzette, Bristol PA), 
and again for Tacony against Oxford (3B, lf) on Sept 11, 1891 (The Philadelphia Inquirer). 
 
The Rivertons with Nyce were amateur champions Sept 27, 1891 Philadelphia Inquirer. 



 

 
Middletown Times-Press May 23, 1892 

 
“Wilson, formerly of Pottsville, pitched a good game for Boston yesterday and made a home run.  Fred 
Nyce played a ‘nice’ short and made a double.  Shorty Miller had four hits.”  Harrisburg Telegraph 
Wednesday May 29, 1895 
 
“Fred Nyce played a fine short for Boston yesterday and hit the ball hard.”  Friday May 31, 1895 
Harrisburg Telegraph 
 
“Shortstop Long, of Boston, is seriously ill from the effects of a heavy cold.  This gives Fred Nyce, 
formerly of Pottsville, steady work on the regular team.”  Harrisburg Telegraph June 1, 1895 
 

 
 



 
The Philadelphia Inquirer May 31, 1889 
 



 
The Tines Aug 24, 1890 
 
 
 
 



 



Nyce pitches for Honesdale, Wayne County Herald Sep 25, 1884 
 
 
 

 
Chanute Daily World (Chanute, KS) March 15, 1886 



 

 
Excerpt from the Kansas City Star June 29, 1888. 
 
 
 

 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 



 
 

 
 
 



 
Middleton Times Herald July 24, 1936 
 



 
Middleton Times Herald July 5, 1932 
 
 
 
 


