Ed Sproat

According to Baseball-Reference, Ed Sproat played with Denver in 1887, where he went 10-16.
During his time there, he was fined and suspended for throwing a game, although he did finish
the season with the club. By December 25, he is identified as signed for the Whites for 1888.

Ed Sproat didn’t report to Spring Training until early April. A blurb in the Globe Democrat in
April indicated that he was still sick during spring training, which is probably why he didn’t
appear in a single game. His first appearance with the Whites was in their second game of the
season on May 1. The club opened at home against Milwaukee on April 28, with Staley starting.
The Post-Dispatch reported on April 29t that the starter that day would be Jim Devlin, except
that game, and the game the next day (May 30) were both rained out. The Globe Democrat on
May 1 still reported Devlin as the starter for that day; Sproat started instead. One possible
reason for the discrepancy might be that Devlin was formally on the roster for the Browns and
he could not be transferred successfully to the Whites.

Ed Sproat appeared in three games with the Whites in May of 1888 (May 1, May 3 and May 7),
going 2-1 with a 4.97 ERA. After his last game on May 7, 1888, he drops out of the news
completely. Fred Nyce made his first start of the season on May 8, and then Harry Staley
started the game on May 9. It looks like the plan at this point was to go with a three-man
rotation (else Staley would have pitched on May 8). That would put Sproat as the starter for
the game on May 10. The St. Louis Republican lists the starter for that day as Jim Burns, a local
pitcher. The actual starter was Nyce. Nyce and Staley would alternate starts for the rest of the
season, with the exception of a few starts in late May and early June.

What happened to Sproat? Reports from the May 7 game indicate that he had been sick for a
week prior to his start, and that after three innings he grew weak, and could barely pitch
anymore. (He got hammered the rest of the game for 14 more runs, including 7 in the fourth.)
The most likely scenario seems to be that he got sicker and left the club. There is no mention of
his being dropped from the team that | have found. An article on May 13 in The Times
(Philadelphia) dated May 12 lists players cut from the Whites to that point (Alcott, McCormack,
Sommers), and mentions that Sproat got pounded in his previous start, but it doesn’t include
his name in the list of players cut. That is the last listing | have found for him from the 1888
season. Sproat did not pitch another game in organized ball (as far as | can tell) until 1895,
when he played a few games for Montgomery.

After Sproat left the Browns, he moved back to Louisville and became a fireman. In 1895, he
returned to baseball and pitched briefly in the Southern League (under “Sprout” in Baseball-
Reference (sprout001---)). A box score from the Montgomery Advertiser on March 26, 1895
indicates he pitched for Montgomery in an exhibition game against the Browns. (Harry Staley
was one of the pitchers for the Browns that game.) He was released by Montgomery in early



May of 1895, and there is no record of his playing again in professional baseball. His obituary
indicates he spent three years in the army in the Philippines during the Spanish American War.
After the war, he returned to Louisville and resumed his career as a fireman. He was the fuel
wagon driver of the No. 17 engine company at the time of his death in 1915 at the age of 50.

Ed Sproat’s obituary (Courier-Journal (Louisville) on September 30, 1915) describes him as a
former pitcher “who gained fame in the latter eighties as a National League baseball pitcher”,
even though he never played in the majors. This is understandable, as it also says he was
“drafted by the St. Louis team of the National League”. By 1915, St. Louis had been in the
National League for almost 25 years, and likely few remembered or cared about the distinction
between being in the American Association or the National League, let alone recalled a short-
lived team from St. Louis in the Western Association.

ED §PROUT

Is a pltcher who two yeurs ago was playklg
with pmateur clubs in the City aof Louisville,
bis home. He was then J8 years of age, and
bis effectiveness In the pitcher’s square at-
tracted the atiention of the managers of the
old Western League Denver Club, who signed
him at a good salmiy. He played with that
club two yeurs, and on the ces<sation of the
Western Lerpue scuson -attached himself to
the St. Louis club in the Western Association.
He has good cominand of tha bail andlisa
‘“‘heady’’ pitcher.

Not sure if this is Ed Sproat (Louisville Courier-Journal 31-Jul-1884)

Friday. |
| Tue Ed. Whitings have been organized
| with the following players: McCroy, c.;

Benyer, p.: Niner, s.s.; Bently, 1b.; Her-
man, 2b.; Drager, 3b.; Soroat.|l. .; Doup,

‘ ¢. f.; Ponmiller, r, £,

MANAGER SvLrLivaNof the Kansas City




EVANSVILLE CORRESPONDENCE:—The Calro
folks say that when our Evansville team play-
ed thelrs we had players from Cincinnat! and
Loulsville on our nine. Our only outsider was
our pitcher. Oar pitcher had a lame arm and
we borrowed Webber, the Henderson club’'s
pitcher, who is a dandy, the Calros makine but
three hits off him, Ile¢ struck out eleven men.
Our boys made seven hits off Sproat, with a
total of nine. Sproat is undoubtedly the
speedlest  pitcher ever seen on the home

ounds, having struck out twenty men. If he

ad the control of the ball that Webber has, he
would be & good enough pitcher {or any of the
aggocintion clubs. Our boys played in ﬁendoro
son Iast Sundn{. and were defeated by a score
of 8lx to five. Webber, the piteher of the fen-
dersons, who pltched for us in our Calro gawme,
should be looked after by some of the Western
League clubg, ns Be would be a great addition
to any of them,

Sporting News August 16, 1886
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SPROAT OF CAIRO.

He Will Pltch for the Denver Club

Next Year.

" CAIRO, December 1.—SPECIAL CORRESPOND

ENCE:~Edward Bproat, the natty little twirler
of last senson’s Calro team, has signed with
the Denvers of the Western League for the
coming scason. We congratulate the Denver
wanagement on their having secured Sproat |
who 18 one of the most remarkable young
twirlers in the profession. He has complete
control of the ball and the curves, and a can-
non like delivery. He has undoubtedly as
speedy if not speedier delivery than John
Healy, of the Maroons, and with a firat-class
catcher Illke Bohanon to support him will
surely make his mark,

We understand that Joec Bohannon, who did

The Sporting News December 4, 1886
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Macon and E. Sprout, of Covington, K

sileh and P. Flakerty, of St. Louis: E
S. Spriges, of Denver: J. B. Hays, of Chi

ville.

Leavenworth Standard Dec 7, 1886

Denver—Sam Smith, Tom Hogan, E.

enga:Jd. Voss and Win. Myers, of Lead-




WESTERN LEAGUE PLAYERS,

The following players have been signed
to play with the clubs named of the
western lenguoe:

With Omaha—TFrank Bandle, Frank
Croning, 1. H. Brimblecombe, T. 1.
Goodell, Frank Jenins, John Messitt,
John €. Healy, W. Houseman, George
Harter, Joe Walsh, Y. Gunnison, Dan
O'Leary, . Bader, 1. L. Veach, W. A,
Rourke, W. B. Goodenough, 1. L. Dor-

rity.

With Topeka—J. P. Conway, J. P.
Ardner, Thomas Sullivan, D, E. Stearns,
J. B, Gunson, J. R, Johnson, Walter
Goldsby, Perry Werden, J. Kenyon, C.
E. Hoover,

With Leavenworth—J. Beekley, W,
Peoples, James Connelly, Bert Wilson,
H. Dooms, James Weleh, Churles
Reynolds, A. R. Winternitz, PP, B. Swart-
zel, M. M. Goldstein, Charles Jones, N.
Long, B. F. Driskell, J. D. White, J. D.
Curtis.

With Denver—Ed Macon, E. Silch. P,
Flaherty, Ed. Sproat, A. Voss, Ira Phil-
lins. Louis Mevers, Sam Snuath, R, Briges,

Omaha Daily Bee January 31, 1887

Ed Sproat seems to have gotten into trouble in Denver.



Fined For Selling the Game.

Dexver, Col., July 20.—[Special Tele-
gram tothe Bee.)-—The Topeka and the
home club opened the third series of the
Western League games at the new gronnds,
River Front Park, which are conceded to be
the finest west of St. Louls. The audi-
ence numbered 3,000 people, On the part of
the visitors the game was a slugeing one
from beginning to end. Their In and out
fielding and battery was faultless with a slu-
gle exception. The home club played the
poorest game they have ever played in Den-
ver. Their tielding and batting was careless,

their piteching miserable. The only redeem-
ing feature was Meyer's eatching which was
cood, It to be the general Impression
T UL eginsis ol R
u mw

sold t.hepo me. Ata moo(l’;:f ‘ot the directors
of the nver club to-night Sproat was
suspended and fined $350. Following Is the
soore:

Nunuvar A 2 A A 2 0 N4
Omaha Daily Bee, July 31, 1887

EE—

C/Soroat.fwho has been a disturbing ele-
ment in the Denver club, has been recently
fined £350, which is the largest fine imposed
on any player this season.

The St. Lounis Browns have but one |
pitcher, King, and have called on Joe Mur-
phy to help them out., He will pitch Fri-
day’s game against the Athletics.

Sama thanohtfnl and lHtararv vomne lade
The Daily Commonwealth (Topeka) August 18, 1887




Base Hits.
Soproat) formerly with Denver, is now
Minden.

D or

Nebraska State-JournaI (Lincoln) August 1‘7,‘1887

AT FAIERMONT,

FairmonT, NEB., Aug. 19—{Special.]—
The B. & M.'s of this city and the Mindens |
played today for the championship of the
state. It is now astand off,’each baving won
a game. Out of ten games the B. & M.s
have won eight, losing one to Lincoin and
today's game. Eight hundred people wit-
nessed the game. Score:

BRI . » il 4% .001400030—8

SR . o £k o S o 14320020012
Base hits—B. & M.'s 10, Mindens 11
Two base hits—Brown 2, Narramore, Too-
bey, Harris 2, Trout.

. W

The Nebraska State Journal August 20, 1887
Pitched with an amateur club (the Mindens) in August
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THE OFFICIAL SOORE.
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Back with Denver in September, still with them in October 1887

Nebraska State Journal September 4, 1887
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! Jake Kenyoun has been signed by Von der |
| Ahe as a back stop for his Western | '
e of next year. Jake will hold bis own
With the best of them. Tom Dolan, Herr,
Sproat and Beckley, also of last yeer's Western |
lengue, have been sigoed for the same team. |
| The teata will be up toward the frout.

A BB B S B e e —h - -— -

The Topeka Daily Capital December 24, 1887
A report from December 25 identifies Sproat as already with the Whites.

aga wnire,

~Ed Sproat, oune of the pltchers of last
year's Denvers, whom Manager Loftus se.
cured for the St, Louls Whites, wired from
Loulsvilie yesterday that he had recovered

from bis lllness and would report here Tues
day or Wednesday.

il B

— IThan ~la 1. s Manacmaale wcesem- -

St. Louis Republican March 25, 18éé

EdQ Sproat, one of the young pitchers of the
White stocking Club, reported tor duty tuis
morning.

St. Louis Post-Dispatch April 2, 1888

The Sporting Life April 28, 201925,1888
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Sporting Life May 9, 1888
“Last Tuesday” was May 1, | think.

After his last game on May 7, he drops out of the record. Reports from the game indicate he

was sick, and after three innings lost his strength.

Minneapolis, 15; St. Louis, 8,

Sr. Lovis, Mo.. May 7.—[Special.|—Today's
game between the St. Louis and Minueapolis
teams was a slugging match, in which the visit-
ors had the best of it. Sproat has been sick for
a week. He pitched well innings, and
Mhhmw‘:lmmumm

g
i

Chicago Tribune May 8, 1888
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GOT A GAME,

Minneapolis Secures a Game by
Bad Playing of St Lonis,
Bpecial to the Globe.

St. Lovis, May 5.—To-day’s game was
another display of poor ball playing. |
Svroat and Coutz were the St. Lonig
battery, Staley and Dolan being off for
the week,while Kreig and Klopf formed
the Minneapolis battery. Sproat Jet
down in the third as though he was
sick, and what followed was terrible.
1lis strength seemed to desert him, and
Lie merely tossed the balls overthe plate
during the remainder of the e. The
Whites were two ahead in the fo
and then Minneapolis stepped in an
made  seven  hits  in - succession,

and it was  good-bye - game for
the home team. Bu had a lively
time during the inning. He made a
couple of mufls and a wild throw, let-
ting in two menand accomplished other

asunssmanlralida faats Damlelace calaaa v

St. Paul Globe




Minneapolis 15, St, Louis 8.

8r. Lovw, Mo, May 7. - [Special
Telegram to Tar Bar. | —~To-day's game be-
tween St Louis and Minneapolis was a
slugging match, in which the visitors had
the best of it.  Sproat has been sk for a
week and pitched well for three innings;
then his strength seemed to desert him and

he merely tossed the balls over the plate,
The Minneapolis batters fell on him and
lined them out until the outflelders almost
fell from exhaustion, 'rho .corc b{ innings:
u’“mu.o R ‘ o -15
_in' lm”‘o ooooo ooa o o o 0'" 8

Batteries—St. Louls: Sm-oat und Cautz;
Minneapolis: Klopf and Kricg. Base hita—

Omaha Dailey Bee May 8, 1888

— W ey TrERAS & AmARN, A &5 VAR TFE GARRIRLARy ARA ™

man ; Llurl-s Newhall, hreman; Jobn
Pito.

Fireman Davis—J. Robenacker, fire-
man: J. M. Jluzhes, MNicholas Haines,
Willis levi, tireman: Fd [Sproat) fire
man ; Sam o Daker, tireman. Jull

Fireman Moore—Capt. Minton, - Jossph
Kluth, Ilenry Wells, MHarvey Lrown,

“0‘hr\’ Dumn.n- Honrve Flaorharde all
Dec 12, 1891 Louisville Courier-Journal

Pretty sure this is Ed Sproat (based on obituary)

A player identified as Sprout (sprout001---) is listed with Montgomery in 1895. | suspect this is
Ed Spoat.



9
v

~

il
Pl B

'l pp..pn#'l.; -l. 150 O vt vt e e n.i
| <l
.

‘0..“‘“. _-—n e

Siocarvecthiie G
| aemTRkAn)
R R ‘

{Bproat. . ‘-oo‘“ooooo B

Totals ....oooeeeeee M
Louisville. AB.

a 'o g Srsrann

o Yt SRy

-~ -J'Mdnv!.-..!A

wl OO~

T s e e S —

-

.
4

-
-

‘ L b L

- -t

‘ LA R R R B L L L LA J

-

5B aced 8

LR R R LR R

ﬁ
2
L 1

)
L"

g ,
A

SR ss s
. SR s ssssrEnans

gRBRFEETRE EWEREGEFH

:

ﬂl.ounnooon’

- N [N
2 'of8 —
FesEsEs s ssann e 2 AR ANE D
L ¥ PNURRSSR— . A
April 11, 1895 Louisville Courier-Journal

el
.L‘f“ ‘KL' ‘

: : 5
ol 3 A
4 # - -
-t v 3 - -
-

R A ;
)

The two clipping below are from the Montgomery Advertiser 26-Mar-1895
™ h'd\._ ,\.. o 3 . "~\ .
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Not sure which paper these two clippings come from

Tuskaloosa Gazette 21-Mar-1895
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DOULN JAOCKIUIN JLICUL, puninuvnary
tion,

Kentucky street, ubscess of Jung,
Augusta J. p.uucmdacn. 51

ouisville Courier-Journal 01-Oct-1915
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Bdward Snrant) 60 years, 1650 West

Years,



DEATH CLAINS FORMER
NATIONAL LEAGUE PITCHER

EDWARD SPROAT SUCCUMBS TO
THROAT AND STOMACH
TROUBLE.

Fdward Sproat, 50 years old, fuel
wagon driver of the No. 17 engine com-
pany, who gained fame in the latter
vighties as a Natlonal League baseball
piteher and kater served In the Spanish-
American War, died of bronchius, com-
pheated with stomach trouble, at 2:15
o'clock  yesterday afternvon at  his |
home, 1650 West Kentucky street.

sproat’s health was undermined dur-
ing the three years he served as a
member of the United States army in
the Philippines. He had suffered (rom
Astomach trouble since he returned to

Louisville soon after the close of the
Twar with Spain. So acute was his ail-
ment he was unable to he down for a
period of more than a year and was
forced to sleep in a chair. Two weeks
ago  throat trouble developed and
Sproat. was forewd to give up active
work at the encgine house,

He was a native of Lonlsville and
began playing basebail on corner lots
of the West End while still a boy. He
later played in the Southern League
and was drafted by the St. Louis team
1of the National League. When his ca-
reer as a ballplayer ended, Sproatl re-
turned to Louisville and beeame a
member of the city fire department.
110 joined the army at the outbreak
of the war. He was reappointed to the
fire Jdepartment April 20, 1910, and had
served continunously sinee that time.

sproal i survived by his widow, Mrs.
Margarat Sproat; flve young children,
IBlizabeth, Edward, Charles, Rasil and
William Sproat; n stepdaughter, Edna,
and six sisters, Faneral services will
he held at 2 o'clock to-morrow after-
noon at the residence. Burial will be in
Cave Hill cemetery.
| B

Obituary in the Courier-Journal:

The Courier-Journal (Louisville, Kentucky) - 30 Sep 1915, Thu




Edward Sproat

BIRTH

DEATH

BURIAL

MEMORIAL ID

Find A Grave

4 Dec 1864
Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, USA

29 Sep 1915 (aged 50)
Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, USA

Cave Hill Cemetery
Louisville, Jefferson County, Kentucky, USA
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